






(R) — ban and Saudi Arabia ducusa c d ways of coordinating 
b on bms of interest to the Mamie World, the Inman news 
ocy IRMA said Sunday. It said Iran's r«e j gu Monster Afi Akbar 
d seat a letter to ffo Saadi counterpart Prince Sand Ai Faisal. The 
shoe ins defiveicd by Sabah. Zaaganch, Iran's representative at the 
psnfeoo of Ihe Islamic Conference (OfC). who tfiscuncd with Prince 
td the need for a more active role by Muslim countries at the United 

I Boos, DRNA said. It sad Mr. Zangaaefa and Prince Sand agreed on the 
fa forcoordfaatfaa “between the stances of Iraa and SandS Arabia” in 
QIC as well as oo the situation m former Soviet republics and 
jfaa-Hcarjpvfaa. On Tbarattay. Iran's President Akbar Hashemi 
\feaajafa received a tetter from Saudi Arabia's King Redid and another 
e ftwa.tojr of Km** Sfa dMi Jabe r Al I Ahmad Ai Sabah. Mr. 

ab leaden Mtowmg months of t oSo n . ban's ^btfons with the Gulf 
■operation Ctoontf— grouping Sawfi Arabia. Kuwait, the United Arab 
Birates (UAE), 0*r. Bahrain and Oman — have been .strained over 
i past year by a dispute between Iran and the UAE over three Gulf 
sods- 
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US. protests brad! 

1EL AVIV (AP) — The United States has protested to Israel over the 
treatment of three Pifcatiraan-Americaas jailed on suspicion of having 
lies with Hamas, a U.S. official said Sunday. Cast Chan, spokesman for 
Ihe U.S. embassy in Tel Aviv, said dm UJ5. diplomats "protested against 
the delay m consular access and die cnudWon of treatment. n He said the 
protests had been made “verbally and in wr iti ng." bat declined to 
elaborate further. Israeli officials have acknowledged that Mohammad 
Jatad. 36. and Mohammad Salah, 39, both from the Chicago area, signed 
"confessions" before being given access to lawyers' or U.S. consular 
officials. Mr. Salah and Jarad were arrested Jaa. 25 while visiting relatives 
in the occupied West Bank. Israel made public the detentions five days 
later after U.S. Sen. Pant Simon, an IHmtis De m o crat , inquired about the 
men. Last Tuesday the two men were brought before a military judge who 
extended their detention by two weeks, hut they have yet to be charged 
with any crime. A third Patestinian-American. Mohammad Haja. was 
arrested at about the same time on a npiciog of transferring firearms to 
die Hamas movement. He has been remanded through this week for 
farther questioning, but also has not been charged. 
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: at to be named 


- . ? HAN 0.T.) — The govera- 
- mteods to nominate Jor- 
. * Ambassador to Egypt 
. ■ ■ h Ai Nnnr for the post of 
. * t trfff* assistant secretary 

-• ral totqilace Mohammad AI 
'"a, reformed sources told the 
■'Bn- Times. The soaroes said 
-government was bolding con- 
- ' 4 mb with Andr countries 
Arab League Secretary 
-Hal boat Abdul Meguid in 
..’ "regard. 

iodshtt 
nian coast 

□SLA (AP) — Dozens of 
~ile in Inu have drowned or 
-missing doe to flooding and 
'sands are in urgent need of 
' .aid, fud and food in coastal 
-ms, Iranian radio reported 
" fey. The radio report said 
i die floods had stranded 
sands of people in the Gulf 
-Is of Bastak, Bandar Abbas 
•. Bandar Length. Flooding 
'right on by heavy rams in 
';:heastcni Iran in recent days 
'raiso destroyed thousands of 
-es and severely damaged 
s, the ratfo reported. Elec- 
y was cat off to the city on 
~ u |.and some neig hbourhoods 
• n tfiiji . suffering dread and fuel 
A’ Uges, the ratfio said. 

lanese freed 
er Yemeni kidnap 

(AA (AP) — A Japanese 
nhural expert has been freed 
-■.a four-day abduction in Ye- 
’ • ■ ; where a Canadian is still 
hostage by a tribe locked in a 
ifispde with the govern- 
' t. Asian diplomats disclosed 
day. Kofdnro Katsuari, 50. 

- graded Wednesday along 
» an unidentified Yemeni 
date. The incident nnder- 
ed the lawlessness gripping 
ten as a result of nreby 
reen political parties that 

. ■ i North Yemen and Sooth 
ten before the merger almost 
sj an 5 years ago. It also raised 
i that more foreigners work- 
in that country could get 
j,y,;s bt in the anarchy. Canadian 
" : Schmitz, kidnapped on Jan. 

. emains a captive (see page 2). 

_ n diplomats and executives 

• xeign companies based in 
a said hhr. Katsnari, an cx- 
ve of the Japanese Intema- 
d Cooperation Agency, was 
1 unharmed 'Saturday along 
a Yemeni coUegne from the 

V stry of Agriculture. 

q restores major 

• asphaftea complex 

- -JHDAD (R) — Iraq has 
■red a fertiliser complex IkkP 
maged in the Gulf war to 60 
«nt capacity, an official said 
<ay. Industry and Minerals 

. ster Amir Hanunondi Al 
i told Reuters the complex 
the Syrian border was now 
udng about 600.000 tonnes 
■hosphate fertiliser a year 
adjacent urines. It produced 
' million tonnes a year before 
g fait by U.S. and allied 
; ks during the 1991 Gulf war. 

amenef urges 
lestiniansto 
itinue struggle 

□SlA (R) — Iran’s spiritual 
;^£r“- r Ayatoflah Afi Khamenei 
UI * cd the Palestinian 
f te to rely on their faith and 
-{fill °P then- struggle to defeat 
? s He said Palestinians expef- 
Vf brad to South Lebanon 

• «d a big headache for Israel 
this shows that the Paksti- 

; are s trong and will even- 
f.trituuph over the enemy by 
. S on their hath and through 
^perseverance and resist- 
" The Iranian news agency 
NA> said Ayatollah 
henei was addressing a 
‘of foreign visitors in Iran to 
1 celebrations marking the 
. amrivercary of the lsJanuc 
dfon that toppled the late 

• m 1979. "Whether they (the 
is) return the (expelled) 

. ht J imtuts or not, and whether 
O'" ^ake them into custody or 
te- them, they (the 
s) would finally face de- 
Aymoflah Khamenei said. 

‘ said Ayatollah Khamenei, 

- ng to "constant enemy 
to eonnter Islamic move- 

' * in Algeria, Tajikistan. 
Palestine and other ootm- 
irged Muslims to exchange 

^experiences and forge new 

■ ’res m coping with their 

■ ms." 


House rejects ban against 
Jordan observing sanctions 

Deputies kill motion for obligatory 
voting, endorse general amnesty law 


By Aymaa Al Sab* 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In a decisaoa that 
observers said saved Jordan 
otherwise certain economic diffi- 
culties and international political 
pressure, the Lower House of 
Parliament Sunday voted down a 
motion to (baft a law banning the 
Kingdom from boycott in g or im- 
posing sanctions on Arab coun- 
tries. 

Thirty-six out of 70 deputies 
rejected dm proposal after 17 
parliamentarians and Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
took the floor to express their 
views on the proposed UH. 

During its four-hour session, 
the House also turned down a 
proposal to make voting manda- 
tory in parliaroentary elections, 
agreed to form a delegation to 
lobby for the implementation of 
United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 799 on Palestinian ex- 


pellees and passed a draft law on 
a general pardon issued by HRs 
Majesty King Hussein in Novem- 
ber. 

Urging deputies to place 
national interests above rhetoric, 
Sbartf Zdd said be "wished that 
the commitment to national re- 
sponsibility” had prevented the 
rafamg of what he called an nn jus- 
tifiable motion to draft a law 
prohibiting Jordan from observ- 
ing sanctions on other Arab coun- 
tries. 

Reiterating Jordan’s oommit- 
meut to Arab causes and pointing 
to its efforts to, end the “injus- 
tice” against Iraq, Sharif Zeid 
said Jordan was obfiged to re- 
spect die United Nations Charter 
and U.N. resolutions, winch take 
precedence over local laws. 

Wbde the 40 deputies who put 
forward the motion (fid not name 
Iraq in particular, the comments 
of the prime minister and de- 
puties centred on the mteniaiion- 


al sanctions the U.N. clamped on 
Baghdad following its August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

"Jordan has been doing its best 
to alleviate the suffering of 
(Iraq), but if we want to fulfil our 
national duty towards a brethren 
country and our constitutional 
obligation to our people, we can 
only intensify efforts so that Iraq 
come s out of its isoJatiori under 
the sanctions,” Sharif Zeid told 
the House. 

He said Jordan would do a0 it 
coukl to support Iraq and its 
people through offering advice 
and support on the international 
arena. “This helps Iraq and does 
not inflict harm on our country.” 
he said. 

Speaking in support of the motion. 
Deputy bra AI Runooi said imposing 
sanctions qgafawt Arab countries 
violates the Charier of the Arab 
League and conflicts with the princi- 
ples of the Great Arab Revolt, Maw 


(CwHwbH on 


5) 


Israel jails 5 returned evictees, 
says expulsion policy remains 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel 
took bade five sick Palestinian 
evictees Sunday bat said it had 
art abandoned tbe~poKcy of ex- 
pulsions in exceptional cases. 

' Israel Radio said the sick 
Palestinians were taken from a 
hospital in Israeli-occupied South 
Lebanon to a military base in 
northern Israel. 

The five were moved to hospit- 
al last month after falling sick at a 
camp in between Israeli and 
Lebanese Army fines which still 


houses 396 evictees. 

“Fire of the deportees that 
were in a hospital m Marjayoun 
(Lebanon) were returned today 
by the army. The five were in- 
cluded in the fist of 101 deportees 
that the government of Israel 
decided to alkm to return,” tbe 
army spokesman said. 

Israel's offer was for tbe men to 
return to their former status, and 
Israel Radio said tbe five were 
taken to an Israeli prison. 

An Israeli ambulance and four 


cars picked up the five side men 
from Marjayomn hospital in the 
Jewish state's "security zone” 
and drove them to a nearby heli- 
copter, which then rook them 
back to Israel. 

Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
told reporters a U.S.-brokered 
compromise for the return of the 
101 evictees dki not affect Israel's 
right to expel people in the fu- 
ture. 

Speaking dntmg a break in a 
cabinet meeting, Mr. Peres rein- 
forced a statement earlier in the 
day from Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s office that Israel would 
not guarantee it would not turn to 
e^Kdsions again. 

"We weren’t asked tins ques- 
tion. We didn't address tins ques- 
tion,” Mr. Feres said of bargain- 
ing with the United States over 
the proposed comprom i se on the 
evictees. 

"The Israeli position is very 
dear,” Mr. Rabin said. "As in 
the past, in the future this wfll not 


be the normal policy of Israel but 
in case of e xtra or din ary situa- 
tions.” 

Israeli media have published a 
flurry of reports that tbe United 
States was angered by Mr. 
Rabin's 1 assertion last week that 
Washington understood Israel's 
“need” to expel 415 Palestinians 
on Dec. 17 and that Israel re- 
tained the “ri^it” to do it again. 

The compromise announced 
fast Monday has also failed to 
restart Mkhflc East peace talks, 
with the evictees rejecting any- 
thing short of a cancellation of al 
415 expulsion orders. 

Mr. Feres described the U.S.- 
Israeli compro mi se, under which 
101 evictees could return and tbe 
rest would have their periods of 
exile reduced to a maximum of 
one year, as a U.S. idea. 

"Ine proposal was the United 
States', said the foreign minis- 
ter. who is considered mote mod- 
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Afghans 
fight in 
Russian 
compound 
in Kabul 

KABUL (R) — Fierce artillery 
battles between Afghan govern- 
ment troops and fighters of a 
Shiite group battered areas of 
Kabul aronnd tbe sprawling 
grounds of the abandoned Rus- 
sian embassy on Sunday. 

Troops advanced into the 
embassy compound and took one 
building but were pushed oat 
later when they came under 
heavy shelling from fighters of 
tbe Hezb-e-Wabdat party. 

Government tanks headed 
southwest to reinforce the army, 

which surrounded the compound, 
occupied mainly by Hezb-e- 
Wahdat. but came under heavy 
mortar fire. 

Residents were fleeing the area 
on the 20th day of fighting in the 
capital, pushing carts loaded with 
their few possessions including 
much-needed paraffin lamps in a 
city that has been virtually with- 
out power for months. 

At least 10 rockets dammed 
into tbe Wazir Akbar Khan dis- 
trict in the centre of town. One. 
hit a house occupied by the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red 
Cross but there were no reports 
of injuries. 

Official Kabul Radio said 12 
people were lolled and 4$ jnjured 
on Saturday when 100 rockets hit 
the city. 

Hospitals say 3,000 people 
have been injured and hundreds 
killed in the latest fighting. 


Anwar 
AlKhatib 
dies at 76 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The for- 
mer fiwmm «C Jerusalem, 
Aiwv Al Khatib, died Sun- 
day bo foe fcr neli wrn i pirri 
Hofy Ofy at the age «T 7fi. 

Mr. Khatib served In a 
■amber of sealer pests and 
was a member uf the Higher 
Islamic Ceancfl for Jeru- 
salem. BSs tenure as g u v eraer 
of Jerusalem ended with Ihe 
1967 war when brad forces 
occupi ed the Hofy CMy and 
tbe West Baak. 

Prime Mfanster Sharif Zeid 


■mo . 



i 


Anwar Al Khatib . 

Ben Shaker and Speaker of 
he Lower Bowse of Parfia- 
■Mat Abdul Latif Arafaiyal 
e x pres s e d their 


issued Sunday. 



16-y ear-old 
killed in 
Shu’fat 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Israeli forces shot dead a 
16-y ear-old youth in a refugee 
camp in Arab East Jerusalem on 


Fxlesthrian youths carry the body of It-year-old RM Abdul NaM who was 
Sunday (AfP photo) 


shot dead by braefi 


Evictees slam U.N. silence, killings 


MARI AL Zobour, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Palestinian evic- 
tees staged a protest sit-in made 
their tents m Soutb Lebanon Sun- 
day to complain that the United 
Nations is ignoring their plight 
and tbe killing of Pules tin fans by 
IsraeL 

Tbe 396 men, banished by 
Israel on Dec. 17, spent the 
morning crowded inside 50 tents 
reading from the Koran. 

"Our sit-in is to protest against 
the United Nations and the inter- 
national community for their si- 
fence on the crimes of the Nazi 
Zionists in the occupied territor- 
ies.” said Abdul Aziz Al Rantisi, 
the leader of the exiled men. 

"It is also no protest against the 
silence of the U.N. Security 
Council over Israel's bfare to 
implement Resolution 799, wfaidb. 
stipulates o® immediate return,” 
he added. 

He and spokesman Aziz Dweik 


were the only evictees seen out- 
side the tents in the muddy hill- 
side camp. 

An Israeli offer to take hack 
101 evictees and to cut tbe term in 
exile for- die others has apparent- 
ly put an end to serious talks of 
U.N. sanctions against Israel. 

The United states, which 
dominates the U.N. Security 
Council, has said it sees no need 
for further U.N. action. 

But Arab states and the evic- 
tees have rejected the offer and 
insists on implementation of 
Security Council Resolution 799. 

The cris is is hohfi w g up Middle 
East peace talks. 

Israeli troops shot dead six 
P ale s ti ni an s in the occupied Gaza 
Strip in two days of dashes. 
Soldiers also shoe and wounded 
27 P a les ti nians in d em o n st ra tions 
throughout the Strip. 

Lebanon, winch has refused to 
take in tbe evictees or allow Iheaa 


supplies, will intensify its contacts 
over tbe crisis ana the Arab- 
braefi negotiations. 

Official sources said President 
Efias Hrawi would go to Damas- 
cus for a summit with Syrian 
leader Hafez Al Assad while 
Prime Minister Rafik Al Hariri 
would gp to Cairo Thursday for 
Calks with President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

The sources said Lebanon was 
trying through diplomatic chan- 
nels to persuade U.S. Secretary 
of State Wanes Christopher to 
mdnde Beirut in a Middle East 
tow starting Feb. 17. 

Mr. Christopher will Ivy to pat 
the peace talks back on track. 

Dr. Rantisi again urged Arab 
states to tell Mr. Christopher they 
insisted on Israel taking back the 
evictees before they discuss re- 
suming the talks, now seen de- 
layed until mid-April. 


jr, taking tbe Palestinian 
krii toH in three days of clashes 
(o seven. 

A further 19 Palestinians were 
wounded in the Israeli-occupied 
Gaza Strip in dashes with troops 
Sunday, taking the total hurt in 
three days to 72. 

The dashes began when sol- 
diers killed three Palestinian mili- 
tants in a car on Friday m the 
Gaza Strip. Soldiers killed three 
other Palestinians during subse- 
quent clashes. 

"Three of those killed were 
terrorists and what happened is 
for the benefit of security.” Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres ■ told 
reporters when he left the weekly 
cabinet session on Sunday. 

Palestinian sources said Israeli 
paramilitary police shot dead 
Riad Abdul Nabi in Shu'fat 
refugee camp in Arab East Jeru- 
salem Sunday. 

Police said an Arab youth was 
'brought dead to hospital in East 
Jerusalem with a bullet wound in 
his throat after paramilitary 
police fired rubber bullets and 
warning shots to disperse youths 
throwing stones at them in 
Shu'fat. 

Nabi's death took to 1.010 the 
number of Palestinians killed by 
Israelis since the start of a revolt 
against Israeli rale in December 
1987. 

Elsewhere, the army arrested 
Reuters reporter Taher Shriteh 
and Reuters television camera- 
man Maiwan Al Ghol who were 
covering dashes in Gaza City 
Sunday. 

It was Mr. G hoi's second arrest 

(Continued on page 2) 


Iraq warns Iran over Infiltrations 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq 
warned Iran of possible retalia- 
tion Sunday for what Baghdad 
called a series of attacks by Ira- 
nian infihraton who opened fire 
on a car and bus last month. 

The Foreign Ministiy, fa a 
statement released to journalists, 
said a formal protest was lodged 
in Baghdad with the Iranian 
embassy. 

“The Iranian envoy was 
warned against repetition of such 
terrorist activities and told that 
Iraq fully reserves the right of 
retaliation for these attacks at the 
proper time and with the proper 
means," the statement said. 


The sta te ment said that Iranian 
mfiftrators opened fire Jan. II on 
an Iraqi car, wftffe others shot at a 
bus five days later. R did not 
specify the location of the attacks 
or any casualties. 

Iraq has freqnendy complained 
of Iranian infiltration is the 
sooth, home to Slmte Muslims 
that Baghdad suspects of har- 
bouring sympathies for Iran's 
Shute fundamentalist regime. 

Iraq maintains that Iranian in- 
filtrators, saboteurs, Iraqi tfiss>- 
dents, Irani army deserters and 
common Iraqi criminals have 
attacked chriSans in the south.' 
■ The Mujahedecn-e-Kfadq, an 


Iranian opposition movement 
which has an army in eastern 
Iraq, said Iranian Revolutionary 
guards ambushed one of its vehi- 
cles inside Iraq on Jan. 11. They 
shot dead one of its soldiers and 
wounded two. 

On Jan. 21, a bomb exploded 
on a passenger bus the moveme n t 
was using but no one was injured, 
it added. 

Tbe Mujaheedm have not men- 
tioned an attack on Jan. 16. 

The daily newspaper Babel 
mean while lashed out at Kuwait’s 
ruling Al Sabah family, saying 
foreign powers would not be able 
to protect the Kuwaiti regime* 


Marines help Somalis return home 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Under the watchful eyes of U.S. 
Marines and their hehcopteis, 
fanufcsof a warring dan crossed 
peacefully into a no-man’s land of 
their rivals Sunday to reclaim 
their homes after two years of 
civil war. 

But it was questionable 
whether the trace would hold. 
The Marines plan to stay fa the 
disputed territory until a United 
Nations peacekeeping force re- 
lieves them. That date has not 
been announced. 

Omcr Salad, a member of the 
peace and reconciliation commit- 
lee of Mogadishu city, said up to 


600 Somalis had crossed from the 
north to the south Sunday to 
redssm their homes from squat- 
ters. 

Many of their homes were des- 
troyed fa figbting that along with 
famine and disease churned tbe 
fives of 350,000 Somalis last year. 

Those without homes were set- 
tling into a Bullet-rickfled youth 
centre with mattresses and large 
cooking posts. Mr. Salmi said 
hundreds more likely would fol- 
low in the days to come. 

. After two days of 
streets Sunday were bustfing 
hundreds of men, women and 
children. Shops and markets were 


open. Tbe Marines entertained 
the crowds with recorded music 
played over a loudspeaker. 



is ruled 


North 

warlord All Manor Mot 

The dan opposing htm are fol- 
lowers of General Farrah 
Aideed, who controlls south 
Mogadishu. 

The sporadic fighting broke on* 
Friday and continued Saturday 
after Alt Mahdi people had tried 
to prematurely reclaim their 
homes occupied by squatters be- 
fore an agreement was reached. 
More than a dozen Somalis were 
reported killed in the fighting. 


Authorities seek to allay ‘ Abu Shakoush 9 fears 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Alarmed over 
what was seen as a disturbing 
media handling of a series of 
attacks on shopkeepers in Am- 
man since mid-September, 
security authorities Sunday 
sought to reassure the public 
that the situation was under 
control and there was no need 
to panic. 

Major-General Fade! AH 
Fhetd, director-general of tbe 
Public Security Department, fa 
comments carried by the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, said 
that the Jkmfanian police bad a 
proven record of cracking 
some of the most difficult 
crimes and the latest spate of 
attacks would not be any diffe- 
rent. 

He said police had intensi- 


fied their investigations into 
the attacks, attributed to one 
or more criminals nicknamed 
by the media as "Abu Sha- 
koush" (hammerman)', and 
that police had some dues with 
which they could work in their 
probe. 

“Investigations are con- 
tinuing in light of the available 
information and evidence,” 
Gen. Fheid told Petra. "The 
assailants will be identified and 
brought to justice," he prom- 


“The fortunes of these cri- 
minals will not be any better 
than those of tbeir predeces- 
sors in Jordan,” be added. 

Tbe police cheif refrained 
from using tbe media-adopted 
term "Abu Shakoush” in Ins 
comments and (fid not provide 
any direct due to whether 
police believed a sole assailant 


was behind the eight attacks or 
several criminals were in- 
volved. 

But informed sources said police 
were strongly considering ihe pos- 
sibility that more than one indi- 
vidual or group could be responsi- 
ble for the attacks, which occurred 

between Sept. 13 and Feb. 4. 

“Every possibility wad every due 
available is under the nucrasoope." 
said a highly-placed source. “In- 
vestigators have to consider every 
factor involved. The possibility 
that more than one person or 
group could be involved fa ifae 
attacks is being strongly consi- 
dered," the source added. 

Gen. Fheid confirmed that two 
deaths occurred fa the eight inci- 
dents. in which, according to police 
sources. Ihe assailant (s) hit 
shopkeepers/atiendauts with a 
Moot instrument — believed to be 
a medhun-sized hammer and hence 
the nickname “hammerman.- Six 
otheresuflfaEdseriomfaj^n'ies. AS 


victims were robbed of cash they 
carried on their person. 

According to the sources, the 
first death was that of 47-yea-old 
Yousef Ahmad Abdul Kadcr Al 
Safari at the issaf Pharmacy on 
Jabal Hussein in an attack which 
occurred during the night of 28/29 
Sept. 1992; the second fatality was 
that of Suleiman Farhan : 

68, at Salam Electrical At 
shop fa the same 
Ofl Feb. 4. 

hi both cases, as weB as fa Ihe six 
other undents where the victims 
escaped death bw suffered serious 
fa juries, a hammer was believed to 
be tbe weapon used by the 
assailant fs). 

The highly-placed source said 
police bad released a man arrested 
fa the Wihdat area as a potential 
suspect. The man, Khalil Moham- 
mad Al BawadL 35. was detained 
fata- he was seen c ar r y ing a ham- 
mer which be tried to get rid of 

fCmtffamil m page 2) 
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Algeria 

extends 

emergency 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — The 
state of emergency in force in 
Algeria for a year to help combat 
Islamic extremists is being ex- 
tended for an undetermined 
period, military-backed rulers 
announced Sunday. 

The widely-expected 
announcement came amid re- 
ports of eight more killings, a 
bomb alert al the University of 
Algiers and the explosion of a 
small bomb in a government 
budding in Constantine. 

A communique by the High 
State Council, carried by tbe offi- 
cial APS news agency, said the 
state of emergency, declared Feb. 
9. 1992 for a year, was being 
extended for an undetermined 
period. 

The ruling five-man council re- 
placed President ChadH Benjedid 
fa January 1992. as part of an 
army effort to thwart the rise to 
power of Muslim fundamental- 
ists. who were winning par- 
liamentary elections. The voting 
was cancelled and the leading 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) par- 
ty was banned. 

The manoeuvres sparked a 
wave of violence by Islamic ex- 
tremists which has left at least 600 
people dead despite a series of 
security measures, including the 
stale of emergency, a curfew de- 
clared Dec. 5 for large pots of 
Algeria, a new anti-terrorist law 
and special courts. 

Violence threatens to increase 
with the call Jan. 12 by the FIS 
number two, Ali Belhadj, for the 
people to rise up with the help of 
the army and police and join the 
extremists’ war with authorities. 
Mr. Belhadj, serving a 12-year- 
prison term, sneaked the com- 
munique from his cell In the BHda 
military prison. 

At least eight people were kil- 
led over a three-day period from 
Thursday to Saturday, security 
officials said. 

Among the dead were a police- 
nan and two civil police em- 
ployees who had been kidnapped 
Jan. 22 in Algiers. Their bodies 
were found Thursday, their 
throats slashed "after having 
been monstrously tortured." the 
pofice statement said. 

Another policeman was killed 
Thursday in Algiers by a person 
who fled. 
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PLO slashes spending because of money shortage 


By Salah Nasrawi 

The Associated Press 

TUNIS — The loss of finan- 
cial support from Arab oQ 
states has driven die Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) to austerity measures 
that could erode its support 
among Palestinians and 
jeopardise Middle East peace 
talks. 

Intisar A1 Wazir, head of 
the Social Affairs Depart- 
ment, said the PLO’s $300 
million annual budget has 
been dashed by 70 per cent in 
the 2V6 years since rich Gujf 
governments stopped contri- 
buting. 

She said the budget of her 
department, which is based hi 
Jordan and handles PLO 
welfare programmes, bad 
been reduced from $8 million 
a month to $2 million. 

The belt-tightening causes 
hardship for hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians 
who depend on the PLO and 
affects the popularity of its 
leader, Yasser Arafat, parti- 
cularly among the 1.7 million 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

For years, the PLO has 
made monthly payments tot- 
alling about $8 million to an 
estimated 90,000 Palestinian 


families, or 700,000 people. 
Tbs welfare system embraces 
the Israeli-occupied territor- 
ies and refugees in Lebanon, 
Syria, Jordan, Iraq and 
Yemen. 

There already are signs 
that Iranian-backed Muslim 
fundamentalists are winning 
over many Palestinians in the 
occupied territories. 

Group such as Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad are exploiting 
widespread frustration over 
lack of progress in the U.S.- 
sponsored peace talks that 
began in October 1990. They 
oppose the peace talks, and if 
they win enough popular sup- 
port, could force Mr. Arafat 
’to order a walkout by Palesti- 
nian negotiators. 

Gulf states halted aid to 
the PLO to punish it for 
supporting Iraq in the Gulf 
crisis. 

Hie financial crisis is caus- 
ing dissension within the 
PLO. At a meeting of the 
Central Council in Tunis, 
aides assailed Mr. Arafat for 
not increasing payments to 
the families of men killed by 
the Israelis. 

“Where are we going to get 
the money?” he shouted 
angrily. “We can barely 
make ends meet.” 

That was a far cry from the 


fat days of the 1970s, when 
the movement was rolling in 
funds and operated more fike 
-an international conglomer- 
ate than a liberation move- 
ment. 

A measure of Mr. Arafat’s 
-desperation has been bis re- 
cent approaches to Saudi 
Arabia for a reconciliation. 

In January, Mahmoud 
Abbas, a member of the PLO 
Executive Committee and a 
(dose associate of Mr. Arafat, 
publicly apologised to the 
Saudis for the pro-Iraq stand. 
Many PLO officials criticised 
the apology, but Palestinian 
sources said poverity leaves 
Mr. Arafat little choice. 

So far, there is no sign that 
the Saudis or other Gulf 
states will resume their con- 
tributions. 

“The situation is tragic,” 
Mrs. Wazir said. She is the 
widow of Khalil A1 Wazir, 
Mr. Arafat's military com- 
mander, who was killed in 
Hinis in April 1988, 
* apparently by Israeli agents. 

-Mr. Arafat reduced PLO 
spending by 30 per cent in 
1991, trimmed the staff at the 
Tunis headquarters, closed 
20 of the 90 foreign missions 
and banned fnst-aass travel. 

In recent weeks, according 
to PLO sources, he has cut all 


salaries by five to seven per 
cent, laid off more employees 
and shut down some PLO 
publications. 

Even employees still on the 
job complain that salaries 
sometimes are weeks late, 
even months. 

Palestinian- officials sum- 
moned to Tonis now stay m 
low-priced hotels instead of 
the five-star establishments 
they once used, or are put op 
by friends, the sources re- 
ported. 

They said travel has been 
curtailed and Mr. Arafat per- 
sonally approves all air tick- 
ets. He has reduced bousing 
and education allowances 
and ordered officials to trans- 
fer their children from pri- 
vate to public schools, the 
sources raid. 

Assessing the PLO’s fi- 
nances is difficult. Its books 
are not open to inspection 
and the few people with ac- 
cess to them are not prepared 
to talk. 

Insiders said the movement 
probably has about $2 billion 
in assets, much of it invested 
around the world. That is half 
what they believe the PLO 
had before the Gulf crisis. 
The investments are general- 
ly bgheved to earn about 10 


per cent 

There are reports that Mr. 
Arafat has used some assets 
to make op for the loss of 
contributions, but the sources 
say be is. reluctant to eadafr 
ger the PLO's long-term 
financial security. 

In addition to the welfare 
pr o gramm e, the PLO makes 
payments to families of the 
more than 10,500 men im- 
prisoned in the occupied ter- 
ritories and Israel. 

The PLO also finances the 
Palestinian uprising in the 
West Bank and Gaza Scrip. 
What that costs is not known, 
but the Israelis are believed 
to have seized about $20 mil- 
lion in smuggled cash since 
the rebellion began m De- 
cember 1987. 

Palestinians in Jordan and 
Lebanon have demanded in- 
creases hr their allowances to 
keep up with inflation. With 
radical opposition to the 
peace talks growing, Mr. 
Arafat can ill afford to 
antagonise them. 

To make matters worse, 
Hamas, the fundamentalist 
Palestinian movement, is 
apparently using money from 
Iran and possibly Saudi Ara- 
bia to woo sup p ort away from 
Mr. Arafat. 


Husseini urges Romanian role in Mideast peace talks 


BUCHAREST (AP) — Faisal 
Husseini, chief advisor to the 
Palestinian negotiating team in 
Middle East peace talks, visited 
Romania Saturday for talks with 
President Ion Iliescu and other 
officials. 

At a news conference. Mr. 
Husseini reiterated the Palesti- 
nians’ rejection of a deal worked 
out last week between Israel and 
the United States allowing for the 
return of some of nearly 400 
Palestinians expelled to Lebanon 
in December. 

Mr. Husseini said Israel's pub- 
lication Friday of a list of 101 who 
could return “is not enough ...we 
insist on full implementation of 
(U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion) 799," which calls for the 
return of all expellees. 

“There must be a principle of 
no more deportation,” he said. 


Israel accused the men of ties 
to radical Islamic groups opposed 
to the peace process and allegedly 
responsible for attacks in brad 
and the occupied territories. 

But Lebanon refused to accept 
the expellees, leaving them 
stranded for the past seven weeks 
southern Lebanon. 

The peace talks, which had 
been expected to resume shortly 
after Presdent Bill Clinton took 
office, are stalled over the issue. 

Mr. Husseini . barred by brad 
from formally heading the 
Palestinian delegation because of 
his dose ties to the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
is nonetheless considered its un- 
official leader. 

He indicated die Palestinians 
might abandon negotiations 
altogether if Israel did not take 
back all the expellees. 


Kuwait sees nationality 
for some stateless people 


KUWAIT (R) — A senior 
Kuwaiti government minister has 
proposed granting nationality to 
some stateless residents to by to 
solve one of the emirate's most 
sensitive problems. 

Defence Minister Sheikh Ali 
Sabah A1 Salem A1 Sabah said in 
an interview published in A! 
Watan newspaper Sunday some 
stateless people deserved 
dtizenship for helping in the 1991 
Gulf war for the liberation of 
Kuwait from Iraqi occupation. 

It was believed to be the first 
time a minister, who is also a 
senior member of Kuwait’s ruling 
family, has made the proposal 
publicly. 

The issue of bedouns, or “wi th- 
ou ts," has become increasingly 
controversial because of a debate 
over the 40 per cent fall in' 
Kuwait’s total population since 
the Iraqi invasion of 1990. 

The public authority for dvil 
information said last week there 
were 53,376 bedouns in Kuwait 
over 15 years of age, out of a total 
Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti popula- 
tion of 1.3 million. 

Tens of thousands of other 
bedouns left during the occupa- 
tion. Few have been allowed to 
return. 

Sheikh Ali said of bedouns, 
many of whom work in the secur- 
ity forces: “As a Kuwaiti I have 
the honour to have Kuwaiti 
brothers in that (stateless) categ- 
ory who defended Kuwait.” 

“Those (stateless people) 
should have high rank in Kuwaiti 
society and this rank can be either 
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by granting them Kuwaiti 
nationality, or by granting him 
permanent residency, or other 
things.” 

Most of the bedouns are de- 
scended from nomads from the 
deserts of Arabia who settled in 
Kuwait but could not obtain 
dtizenship because of strict 
nationality laws. 

The invasion indirectly gave 
publicity to their anomalous sta- 
tus because of a debate over 
Kuwait’s demographic structure. 

Before the invasion Kuwaiti 
citizens accounted for less than 30 
per cent of the population. The 
government favours making 
Kuwaitis a majority but already 
the proportion of Kuwaitis to 
non-Kuwaitis, both bedoun and 
foreigners, has slipped to 45-55. 

Sheikh Ali, reiterating state- 
ments by other government offi- 
cials, also proposed studying 
whether to grant more Kuwaiti 
nationals the right to vote — 
eligible voters account for only 15 
per cent of Kuwaitis. 

Kuwait’s strict nationality laws, 
established in the early 1960s, 
stipulate that voters must be 
males aged 21 and older and able 
to trace family origins in Kuwait 
back to 1920 or before. 

“Loyalty cannot be divided and 
the love (of the country) cannot, 
be divided,’’ Sheikh Ali said. “A 
Kuwaiti, whether of the fust (vot- 
ing) category or the second (non- 
voting), at the end is a Kuwaiti, 
and whoever established those 
differences must have had their 
own reasons at that time.” 
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“We decided (no negotiations) 
because we were bonvinoed it was 
tiie better way ...but we have 
alternatives, painful akems- 
tives," he said, refusing to 
elaborate. 

After meeting with Mr. Hus- 
seini, Mr. Iliescu said Romania, 
“given its good relations with 
Israel as well as the Arab states 
...offers its good offices for 
achieving a climate for negotia- 
tions." 

Mr. Husseini agreed Romania 
“can do much, especially in the 
multilateral talks” on water-shar- 
ing and other regional issues. But 
he declined to say whether he had 
asked for any Romanian media- 
tion regarding the evictees. 

Communist dictator Nicolae 
Ccanscscu, who was ousted in 
1989, aspired for years to a role in 
bringing aboat Middle East peace 


and took pride in his dose ties to 
both sides of the conflict. 

Romania was the only com- 
nust country to maintain di- 
plomatic relations with Israel af- 
ter the 1967 war — and also one 
of tiie few anywhere to recognise 
the State of Palestine declared in 
1988. 

Mr. Husseini also met with 
Foreign Minister Teodor Meles- 
canu and other officials. 

The visit, Mr. Husseini's first 
to Romania, was shrouded in 
secrecy somewhat re m iniscent of 
past visits here by PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat. 

Media reports said Mr. Hus- 
seini is to leave Monday fora tour 
of other unspecified European 
capitals. But Mr. Husseini re-- 
fused to comment on his itiner- 
ary. citing “logistical problems.” 


Rushdie 

upbeat 


Yemen says it cannot 
ensure foreigners -safety 


SANAA (R) — Yemen said it 
could not guarantee the safety of 
foreigners after a spate of hos- 
tage-taking and asked its largest 
oil operator to consider shutting 
down production, an oil industry 
source said Sunday 

The Western source said 
Texas-based Hunt Oil deckled to 
maintain normal operations after 
a series of discussions requested 
by Oil Minister Saleh Abu Bakr 
Ben Hussamoun in the past 
week. 

But in tiie face of actions by 
lawless tribes, it will “continue to 
monitor the situation and curtail 
the movement of foreign staff and 
make them less of a target,” he 
added. 

“The minister advised Hunt to 
consider shutting down produc- 
tion because the government 
could not provide adequate pro- 
tection for foreign employees,’’ 
the source told Reuters. 

Hunt produces 85 pm cent of 
Yemen's 200,000 barrels a day 
from the Ma'arib region where 
the Gidaan and Nihm tribes con- 
trol parts of the road from Sanaa 
and are hijacking cars. 

The minister 'is very con- 
cerned about the safety of the 
workers after a rash of hijackings 
and lawlessness around the (pro- 
duction) area,” the source added. 

He said the capital Sanaa, ab- 
out 200 kilometres west of the 
Ma’arib, remained secure. 

Authoritative sources told 
Ratten that tribesmen set free two 
hostages, a Japanese man and a 


Yemeni, on Saturday after bold- 
ing them for three days. Bat a 
Canadian businessman kidnap- 
ped on Jan. 24 was still being 
held. 

The Japanese and Yemeni dam 
experts were seized about 70 
kilometres east of Sanaa, the 
sources said. 

Canadian Mike Schmitz, from 
Edmonton in the western pro- 
vince of Alberta, was abducted 
by Hada tribesmen. They were 
apparently using him as a bar- 
gaaring chip in a land dispute in 
Dbamar province, about 100 
kilom et res south of Sanaa. 

“It is a mixture of everything. 
Criminals taking vehicles, creed 
and political statements. Some 
tribes want to be heard so they 
are using the foreigners,” the oil 
industry source said. 

Hunt has employed extra 
guards, is moving staff by heli- 
copter to and from operational 
sites and has restricted travel 
outside the capital, the oil source 
said. 

But it had not yet dec i de d to 
send dependents home, he 
added. 

A Canadian diplomat in Sanaa 
said last week he was optimistic 
negotiations would lead to Mr. 
Schmitz’s release. 

“He has been treated well. 
He’s in good spirits,” said Vicken 
Koundakjian, vice-consul in the 
Canadian embassy in Saudi Ara- 
bia, who has been in Yemen since 
last Saturday.. 
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GAZA IS BURNING: A mother and cbBd pass tests that left more than a dozen wounded in 
bu r n i ng tyres Sunday alter fierce Pales tinian pro- with Israeli soldiers (AFP pfeto) 


Baghdad says it needs strong 
armed forces in volatile region 


LONDON (R) — British author 
Salman Rushdie says he has vi- 
sited eight countries in a bid to 
drum up international support 
against Iran's death order for 
blaspheming Islam issued four 
years ago. 

Mr. Rushdie, revealing details 
of some of tiie trips for the. first 
time in an article in the Sunday 
Times, said his visits to the Un- 
ited States. Denmark, Spain, 
Norway, Germany, Sweden, 
Canada and Ireland over the past 
year had encouraged him in his 
quest to bring international press- 
ure to bear on Tehran. 

In Canada last December, Mr. 
Rushdie, who has lived in hiding 
under police protection since the 
death order was issued, said the 
effect of his meetings was “elec- 
trifying.” 

“Within 48 hours resolutions 
demanding that the Canadian 
government take this issue to tiie 
United Nations and pursue it at 
the World Court had been rushed 
the Canadian parliament with all 
party s up p or t and the govern- 
ment had agreed to act upon 
them,” be said. 

Last October in Germany, 
Iran’s most im portant trading 
partner, the foreign mini ster tola 
Mr. Rushdie a cultural agreee- 
ment had been put on hold and 
made contingent on the death 
order against him being cancel- 
led. 

The order, issued by Ayatol- 
lah RnboUah Khomeini on Feb. 
14, 1989, accused Mr. Rushdie of 
blaspheming Islam in his book 
“The Satanic Verses.” 

Mr. Rushdie said be bad visited 
Dublin since the new Irish gov- 
ernment was formed on Jan. 12 
and held talks with new Foreign 
Minister Dick Spring and met 
President Mary Robinson. 

“Next stop perhaps President 
Clinton?” be added. 

Mr. Rushdie also urged the 
British government, which he has 
criticised in the past for inaction, 
to do more, in particular by 
spearheading the international 
campaign on his .behalf. 

“What is needed now is for the 
British government to take 
advan tage of all the goodwill 
generated by the may, many people 
working with me and on my 
behalf in a dozen or so countries, 
and to place itself in the forefront 
of the international community’s 
attempts to end this continuing 
scandal,” he said. 


By Jane Arraf 
Reuters 

BAGHDAD — Iraq needs 
strong armed forces to defend 
itself in a dangerous region, a . 
minister said Sunday. . 

General Amir Hanunoudi A1 
Saadi, who as minister of military 
industrialisation helped build' up 
Iraq’s weapons programmes, said 
the government did however see 
openings for dialogue with Iran, 
its main rival in the Gulf. 

“This has traditionally been an 
area of certain aggressive design 
and ... we feel we need a strong 
defensive capability to maintain 
peace and stability,” Gen. Saadi 
told Reuters. 

He was answering a question 
on what kind of military forces 
Iraq needed to defend its border 
with Iran. The two countries 
fought for eight years until 1988. . 

“Iraq is a force in tiie area and 
it has legitimate defence needs,” 
added Gen. Saadi, who is now 
minister with the newly created 
industry and minerals portfolio. 

“I can also see some hope for 
dialogue (with Tehran) and 
reason to .prevail,” he said. 

The Iranian government 
gained credit in Baghdad last 
month for condemning air raids 
on Iraq by the United States and 
its Western allies. Washington 
said Iraq was flouting the terms of 


a Gulf war ceasefire. 

Iraq, in a bid to break out of 
economic and political isolation, 
has since made overtures to.U.S. 
President Bill Clinton,. calling for 
dialogue and refraining from 
shooting at 'Western planes 
which fly over the north and the 
south. 

The new Clinton administra- 
tion has not yet responded. . 

Gen. Saadi said a U.N. deci- 
sion to send more troops to the 
Lraqi-Kuwaiti border was in line 
with the policies of former Presi- 
dent George Bush and he did not 
expect change overnight. 

“It could probably not be 
helped, given the previous 
momentum of the Bush policy.” 
he said. 

Asked about the status of 
Iraq’s claim to Kuwait, the minis- 
ter referred to a statement by 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz last month. Mr. Aziz said: 
“The chapter of Kuwait is 
closed.” 

Gen. Saadi declined to elabo- 
rate and would not say if the 
chapter could be ' reopened. 
“Who can say? It (tiie Kuwait 
file) is committed, to the 
archives he said. 

.Asked if Iraq had resumed 
producing tanks and other milit- 
ary hardware permitted under the 
Gulf war ceasefire, Gen. Saadi 


said: - • 1 

“I think every country is enti- 
tled to prodnee what it can for-fc 
legitimate defence and Iraq is;no 
exception.” 

The minister, ' who oversees 
factories that have come under 
scrutiny from U.N. teams da- 
rn antling Iraq's weapons of 
destruction, called for farther 
. talks on plans’ for long-teph 
monitoring of Iraq’s arms prog- 
rammes. - 

“There are some aspects ... we 
are willing td comply with but 
. there are others that could fee 
interpreted in different ways, 
more connected with people apd 
personnel than suppliers. 

“That is more controversial. 
We are not happy with that. We 
have to talk about it ... with ttatf 
U.N.,” he said. I 

U.N. inspectors have said there 
can be no negotiation on {Hans for 
.long-term monitoring to ensure 
that Iraq does not rebuild tiie 
weapons prog ra mm es. 

Gen. Saadi repeated that Iraq j 
. was now considering whether- to I 
give the UJN. special oommissKm 
a list of, die companies which 
supplied equipment for. its nuc- 
lear weapons programme. 

U.N. officials say that without 
die list they cannot certify that 
Iraq is is complying with ceasefire 
resolutions. 


Authorities seek to allay fears 


(Continued 

when a police patrol approached. 

“Investigations proved that the 
man bad Dothmg to do with the 
‘Abo Sbakoush' attacks,” said the 
source. “Obviously the "Abu Sha- 
koush* affair was m his mind and 
be feared that he ooukf be a sus- 
pect in the case since he bad a 
hammer in his hand and that was 
the reason he tried to get rid of it.” 

The source also rejected reports 
that a paint-shop owner was killed 
in Wihdat in a Dec. 30 attack and 
rumours that another incident 
bearing the hajmarks of “Abu Sha- 
koosh” had occurred in the last ’ 
two days. 

“Rumours and the media 
approach to the incidents arc wor- 
rying,” explained the source. ' 
“They only- cause unnecessary 
panic and worry among the pub- 
lic." 

The source was referring to 


from page 1) 

series ofreports and commentaries 
appearing in the local press on the 
“Abu Sbakoush" affair in the past 
week- The government-tun televi- 
sion and radio did not report the 
incidents. 

Concern over media approach 
was also indirectly voiced in the 
comments of Gen. Fhtid. “Crimes 
of unfamiliar patterns always 
arouse public interest and concern, 
particularly when such phenomena 
are accompanied by exaggeration’ 
by some people 'who do not take 
into consideration that investiga- 
tions arc underway.” be said. 

Gen. Fhetd called on citizens to. 
“extend every possible support for 
the security forces and have confi- 
dence in their ability to safeguard 
security and stability.” 

“The Public Security Depart- 
ment has always been successful fn • 
patting an end to (the actions of) 


16-year-old shot dead in Jerusalem 


(Caatitmed Cron page 1) 


in two weeks. Mr. Shriteh was 
last arrested in December and 
almost expelled to Lebanon in 
Israel’s mass expulsion of 415 
Palestinians. He was taken off the 
bus at tbe border and subsequent- 
ly released. 

Liberal cabinet ministers pro- 
tested tbe rising death toll among 


Palestinians Sunday. 

Tbe ministers, members of 
Meretz, said they were especially 
concerned that Palestinians were 
being shot and killed during de- 
monstrations and that many were 
children. 

“We are asking for much more 
caution” on the part of Israeli 
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72m information is by Ronf 
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Ifc30 Bangkok (Rj) 
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EfcM .......... Dubai,.DafBascus (EM) 


criminals who try to tamper with ! 
the security that Jordan enjoys,” 
he said, urging theoabhe to “aBow 
police efforts to bear fruit and 
justice to take its course.” 

* “Modi more serious and myste- 
rious. crimes which occurred in 
Jordan have been solved and the 
criminals were arrested, dunks to 
cooperation from, the public," 
Gen. Fheid said. “Given the cir- 
cumstances and challenges faring 
us, tbe situation of crime in Jordan 
is much better than in any other 
country.” 

The police drier also told Petra 
that police had arrested suspects in 
a series of arson attacks on cars 
and the cases werc being finalised. • 
He did not elaborate, but it is 
understood from unconfirmed re- 
ports that some cars and at least 
one bus were put on fire by un- 
known assailants in the eastern*. : 
suburbs of Amman, without any n' 
apparent reason for the crimes, j 

— — i 

. troops. Education' Minister Sbo- j 
lamit Aloni told Israeli Radio 
after Sunday’s cabinet meeting. 

Israel Radio reported tbe liber- ' J 
al ministers brought up the rising 
death foil' iri the meeting. 

Prime Minister ' Rabin sag- • 
gested that concerned ministers j 
look themselves at the situation ■ l 
in the occupied Gaza Strip, where \ 
mosr deaths have occ ur r e d, the ! 
radio reported. But it said Rabin i 
rejected naming a cabinet com- '■ 
jmttee - to investigate. j 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Queen to visit Saif handicraft centre 

AMMAN (J.T.)— Her Majesty Queen Noor Monday will pay a 
wsit to the Salt Handicrafts Training Centre where she is 
scheduled to inspect handicraft training and production facilities. 
'. Included in Her Majesty’s visit programme will be workshops for 
‘,s3k screening, ceramics and decoration, in addition to the 
nc^y-estabhsbed clay production section, pilot weaving and 
cdranns production units and the showroom. The Salt Hand- 
■ icrafis Training Centre was established in 1987 by die Salt 
r. Development Corporation (SDC) with funding and technical 

* assista nce fr om the Italian government. Noor A1 Hussein Founda- 
tion (NHF) took over management and development of the 
cjjptre hi March 1988 after an accord was signed with SDC. 

Prince sends condolences to Barto family 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
t\ his secretary to convey his condolences to the 

family over the death of All Barto. His Royal Highness 
: PrniceMolwminad, the Personal Representative of His Majesty 
. Vmg Hnssem. Sunday called at the Barto home, and offered 
.■condolences to the family. 

Princess Sarvath discusses education needs with Canadians 

* AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath 

- received Sunday head of the Canadian Community Colleges 
r Society Tom Norton and President of the Canadian Federal 

* College Roy Murray. Princess Sarvath and the two Canadian 
officials discussed educational issues, particularly vocational 

^ education in community colleges. They also discussed the issue of 
V education meeting the needs of the local society as a means to 
counter the problem of unemployment. At the end of the- 
meeting, the Canadian delegation presented Princess Sarvath 
with a certificate in appreciation erf her contributions to the 
~ Jordaman-Cana d ian Programme on Learning Disabilities. The 

- meeting was attended by Senators Saeed A! TaJ and Husni Ayesh 
and several other officials. 

* Senate judiciary discusses 2 laws 

. AMMAN (Petra) — The Upper House of Parliament Judiciary 

> Committee Sunday discussed the revised telecommunication law. 

> and made a recommendation to the Senate to adopt it, as referred 
. by the Lower House without any amendments. The committee 

also discussed the draft law on illegal acquisition of wealth, which 
was returned to the Senate by the Lower House, and recom- 
mended that the Senate stick to its former decision on this law. 

. Also Sunday. Upper House Speaker Ahmad Al Lawzi called the 
Senate for session on Thursday to pursue discussion of issues 
referred to it. 

* Ministry attends atomic energy meeting in Tunis 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation from the Ministry of Energy 
and Mineral Resources, beaded by the ministry's secretary 

- general Abdul Wahab Al Zu’bi, Monday leaves for Tunis to take 
„ part in the meetings of the executive committee of the Arab 

Atomic Energy Agency (AAEA). Mr. Zubi. who is also the 
chairman of the executive board of the AAEA, said the meeting 
will (fiscuss a recommendation by a special committee to set up an 
; Arab centre for nuclear sciences in Tunis and a memorandum by 
the agency's general secretriat on Kuwait's decision not to 

- withdraw from the agency. 

Bed Crescent head appeals to ICRC 

AMMAN (Petra) — President of the Jordan National Red 
Crescent Society (JNRCS) Mohammad Mitleq Al Hadid Sunday 
urged the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to 
protect Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails following news reports 
that the Israeli government had prepared new regulations for the 
Israeli security service. Shin Bet, exempting it from responsibility 
if any prisoner dies during interrogation. In a cable sent to the 
ICRC head in Geneva Sunday Dr. Hadid said if these regulations 
were approved by the Israeli government, they will be in violation 
of the Fourth Geneva Convention calling for protecting civilians 
living under occupation. Article 31 of the convention. Dr. Hadid 
said, prohibits any coercion or use of force against jreople covered 
by the convention, particularly if the aim was to gain information. 

Environment, energy symposium to begin 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chairman of the Jordanian Society for the 
Control of Environmental Pollution Ahmad Obeidat will open a 
symposium on environment and energy at Amra Hotel's Naba- 
tean Hall. Taking part in the symposium will be 100 participants 
and institutions, as well as non-governmental organisations 
concerned with environmental issues. The symposium will shed 
light on environmental problems resulting from energy and the 
appropriate methods of using energy. The symposium aims at 
encouraging the use of alternate sources of energy, such as solar, 
water and bio-gas. Participants will also discuss uses of nuclear 
energy and possibilities of using it in Jordan. 

Ramtha celebrates illiteracy eradication 

- RAMTHA (Petra) — The Ramtha district Education Depart- 
ment organised Sunday a celebration at Al Zahra Secondary 
School making the Arab Day for Illiteracy Eradication. Depart- 
ment Director A tall ah Al Doujan delivered an address at the 

.celebration in which he lauded efforts exerted to eradicate 
illiteracy in the Kingdom. He also underlined the importance of 
the Ministry of Education's adult education centres and com- 
, mended their role in curbing illiteracy rates in Jordan. Other 
speakers also praised the Ministry of Education. The celebration 
was attended by several district officials and illiteracy eradication 
centre students and teachers. The number of illiteracy eradication 
, centres in Ramtha district stands at 16, where 350 adult students 
, are registered. 


Jordan to 
discuss ties 
with Islamic 
republics 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has 
recognised the newly indepen- 
dent Islamic republics of the 
former Soviet Union and will 
soon appoint non-resident 
ambassadors to those countries, 
according to Deputy Premier and 
Transport Minister Ali SuheimaL 

Mr. Suhtimat, a member of the 
Jordanian delegation scheduled 
to leave for Moscow Monday at 
the start of a tour of Russia and 
the new Islamic states, said in a 
statement that the delegation will 
strive to bolster Jordan's cultural, 
economic and political relations 
with these countries. 

Mr. Suheimat said Jordan will 
offer its expertise in various 
fields to the new states and will 
open the Al al Bait University in 
Maffaq for students from the 
Islamic republics. 

Mr. Suheimat said that the 
delegation’s visit aims primarily 
at bolstering relations between 
Jordan and the Islamic republics, 
adding that the delegation mem- 
bers will hold wide range discus- 
sions with government officials in 
'these statesj 

His Majesty King Hussein 
Saturday expressed Jordan's de- 
sire to build strong ties of coop- 
eration in all fields with the Isla- 
mic republics. 

The delegation, piade up pf 
representatives of various public 
and private sectors, is led by 
Chief Chamberlain Prince Raad 
Ben Zeid. 


Amman to host 
biotech meeting 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
Nations Ecxmomic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia 
.(ESCWA) will hold the second 
Arab Conference on Perspectives 
of Modem Biotechnology from 
April 24 to 28 in Amman. 

The conference, jointly called 
for by ESCWA and the Higher 
Counci l for S cience and Technol- 
ogy (HCST), in Jordan, aims at 
enhancing interest in 
biotechnology-related research 
and applying and promoting 
opportunities of biotechnology- 
based investments. 

It will bring together experts 
and representatives of interna- 
tional institutions and companies 
with their Arab counterparts; as 
welt as parties in charge of 
biotechnology-related designs, 
polka es and programmes. 

During the conference, the 
participants working in fields re- 
lated to modern biotechnologies 
in the Arab countries and abroad 
wilt organise an exhibit of pro- 
ducts, processes, projects, books 
and brochures on their relevant 
activities. 

Hie conference scientific com- 
mittee has already received more 
than* sixty working documents to 
be presented during the confer- 
ence, from the following Arab 
countries: Algeria, Bahrain, 
Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, 
Morocco, Palestine occupied ter- 
ritories, Saudi Arabia, Syria. 
Tunisia United Arab Emirates 
and Yemen. 

Thus far documents deal with, 
the applications of biotechnology 
m agriculture, including tissue 
cultures; the applications of 
biotechnology in industrial pro- 
cesses; the applications of 
biotechnology in environment 
protection and the treatment of 
industrial waste; the applications 
of genetic engineering; the phar- 
maceutical and medical applica- 
tions, incentives and obstacles 
facing the biotechnology-based 
investment projects in the Arab 
) countries. 


Health Ministry announces major expansion 
of medical facilities, services and staffing 


AMMAN (Petra) — In its drive 
to cope with the ever-growing 
demand on medical services, the 
Ministry of Health will open six 
new integrated health centres, 12 
dinks, three small health units, 
11 dental care centres and 21 
mother and child health care cen- 
tres in the Kingdom daring 1993. 

The announcement was made 
Sunday by Minister of Health 
Aref Bata inch who said tenders 
have already been announced for 
the maintenance and develop- 
ment of Al Bashir Hospital in the 
Ashrafieh district, Al Hussein 
Hospital in Salt, and Princess 
Basina Hospital in Irbid. 

Dr. Bataineb said the health 
ministry plans to enlarge Al 
Ramtha Hospital to include 
emergency, first aid and labora- 
tory sections, in addition to a 
Wood bank. 

He added that the ministry will 
also start building the 600-bed 
King Abdullah Training Hospital 
at the Jordan University of Scien- 
ce and Technology (JUST). 

According to Dr. Bataineh, the 
children’s, burn, and orthopaedic 
sections at Al Bashir Hospital 
have been enlarged, and 105 new 
beds have raised the total to 695. 

The minister said health centres 


in remote regions are being Over- 
looked by nurses who prefer to 
stay in urban centres. 

The ministry is striving to over- 
come the shortages at these cen- 
tres where nursing services are 
below standard. Dr. Bataineh 
said. 

He also said staffing at Jorda- 
nian hospitals and health centres is 
still lacking, particulary in special- 
ised nursing in services including 
intensive care, care of burn pa- 
tients and surgeries. 

In order to attract specialists 
and doctors to the health minis- 
try, Dr. Bataineh said that a 
special ‘incentives allowance” is 
being given to physicians and 
specialists under an agreement 
announced last August. 

He said a committee has been 
established to determine the na- 
ture of work for which a doctor 
would be entitled to such allo- 
wance. 

Dr. Bataineh added that daily 
paid workers employed by the 
Ministry of Supply and the Am- 
man Municipality will be added 
to the list of people benefiting 
from the Ministry of Health's 
medical services at all health cen- 
tres and government hospitals 
shortly. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Under the 
patronage of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan a new 
branch of the National Blood 
Bank (NBB) in west Amman will 
open Monday, a statement from 
the Ministry of Health 
announced. 

Because of the rapid increase 
of the population in Jordan — 
particularly during the last two 
years, the expansion of Amman 
and an improved health care 
structure, three new hospitals 
were opened during 1992 the 
statement said. Three more hos- 
pitals are under construction in 
west Amman area, it added. 

Jordan's medical reputation 
has attracted patients from neigh- 
bouring countries for highly spe- ■ 
cialised surgical and medical 
treatment such as open heart 
surgery, organ transplants 
and' cancer-treatment, the state- 
ment said. 

According to the Ministry of 
Health, these circumstances ne- 
cessitate a growing demand for 
blood and blood products. 

In addition the ministry plans 
to expand its blood transfusion 


New blood bank opens 



Aref Bataineh 

service and therefore the estab- 
lishment of a new branch of the 
NBB in west Amman is para- 
mount, the statement said. 

The United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) is helping to finance 
the project at a cost of about 
$450,000, the ministry said. 

According to the statement, 
U.S. aid assistance includes pro- 


viding a modern mobile unit 
which will help increase blood 
collections from donors across 
the country, as well as equip- 
ment, computers, and staff train- 
ing in certain areas of blood 
banking. 

The government of Jordan will 
provide the new branch with 
trained staff from the ministry’s 
National Blood Bank, and cover 
operating costs without reducing 
the current budgetray allocation 
for the NBB the statement said. 

According to the ministry, the 
new branch operate under the 
same regulations and with the 
same high standards and quality 
control of the NBB. 

The main function of this 
branch will be to collect blood 
from healthy donors following 
appropriate laboratory and 
medical examinations, the state- 
ment said. 

The blood will then be sent to 
the National Blood Bank for pro- 
cessing into components, testing 
for infectious diseases and con- 
forming blood group, and other 
necessary tests, the ministry 
added. 


Kabariti hopes labour 
meeting will renew 
Arab cooperation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Labour Abdul Karim Al Kabariti 
Sunday expressed hope that the 
upcoming Arab Labour Organis- 
don (ALO) conference due to 
convene in Amman the first week 
of April, might help to rekindle 
solidarity among Arab countries 
and renew cooperation ip labour- 
related fields. 

In a preparatory meeting at the / 
ministry with ALO Director 
General Baker Mahmoud 
Rasoul, Mr. Kabariti said Jordan 
will participate in the conference 
with a delegation of representa- 
tives from the Ministry of Labour 
and the employers and the work- 
ers unions. 

The conference agenda in- 
cludes issues- such as working 
women and their role in develop- 
ment, the role of women m Islam 
and their status in Arab legisla- 
tion, the Arab strategy for re- 
cruitment and integration of the 
Arab labour force. 

In addition, the integration of 
the disabled and their employ- 
ment in jobs suitable to their 
capabilities, the working environ- 
ment, occupational health and 
safety, and freedom of labour in 



Abdul Karim Al Kabariti 

the Arab World, are also part of 
die conference agenda, he said. 

Mr. Kabariti and Mr. Rasoul 
reviewed the agenda and the 
.composition of the participating 
delegations, means of ensuring 
the success of the forthcoming 
conference. 

' A delegation accompanying 
Mr. Rasoul was present at the 
meeting. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


☆ Exhibition entitled “Modernist Still life Photographed” at the 
A m eric an Centre. 

☆ Exhibition oT watercolour paintings by Syrian artist Nazir 
Nab’a at Bafadaa Art Gallery. 

-ft- Exhibition of by the late Syrian artist Alfred Hatmal 

at Al Balqa Art Gallery in Fnbris dty. 

☆ Exhibition of pah»tinpt by four Arab artists from the United 

States — Ghada Jamal, Helen Khal, Saha Noursi and Afaf 
Zorayfc — at the Abdul Shaman Foundation Gallery in 

Jahal Amman, between the first and Second Circles. 

☆ Exhib ition of photographs by Jean-PhflJppe Reverdot at the 
French Cultural Cadre. 


☆ En glish lan pwg * seminar entitle d “Teacher Support and 

by Teachers*' at the British Council at 5:30 

** FILM 

☆ French film entitled “L’amourense” at 8 p.m. at the French 
Cultural Centre (98 min., 1987) 


‘Lost passport ’ notices — a way out for many ‘ illegals 9 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

- : AMMAN — Notices of “lost” 

. Itafian passports appearing in the 
'■ Jordan Tunes come mostly in line 
; with e directive by the embassy of 
. India in Amman to Indians 
F*' approaching the mission seeking 
new passports to replace lost 
documents. 

~ Such advertisements, which 
ifnnounce the loss of passports 
and request finders to contact the 
police or the embassy of India, 
nhve appeared with increasing 
frequency in the Jordan Times in 
the past three years, particularly 
after the authorities stepped up 
measures against illegal guest 
workers in the Kingdom. 

. The rationale behind the 
(jmbassy directive to passport ap- 
plicants that they put an adver- 
tisement in the newspaper as a. 
precondition for the acceptance 
of their applications is multi-fold: 
it fulfils a basic requirement - 
under the regulations of the Indi- 
an Miniary of Foreign Affairs 
y and informs concerned people 
thar the passport has been re- 


ported lost. 

In many cases the embassy 
received the ‘lost’ passports from 
the Jordanian immigration au- 
thorities a few days after the 
advertisements appeared. The 
authorities reported that the 
documents were seized during 
■ raids on groups which operate a 
lucrative trade of furnishing work 
and residence permits — in some 
cases forged documents — to 
illegal guest workers. 

There have also been dozens of 
where the passports have 
disappeared altogether; either 
the documents were actually lost 
or someone suppressed them 
somewhere. % 

Inquiries made by the Jordan 
Times reveal that: 

— during the early eighties the 
business of furnishing residence 
and work permits for Indian, 
Pakistani. Bangladeshi and Sri 
Lankan nationals boomed with a 
high demand for foreign labour in 
Jordan. Some organised groups 
were specialised in securing the 
relatively, easily available per- 
mission to employ foreign labour 
in the agricultural seefor. 


The catch was that while a 
foreigner may hold a residence 
permit -showing him as a farm 
worker, he may actually be work- 
ing in some other trade which is 
not permitted by the local author- 
ities. 

Holders of such documents 
annually renewed their papers 
without much fear of detection in 
the early eighties. The groups 
which helped them used to charge 
them anything between JD 70 to 
JD ISO per head for the renewals. 

But the authorities grew wiser 
to the game and hunched a con- 
certed drive to put an end to it in 
the late ‘80s. 

Many groups were raided and 
hundreds of passports seized dur- 
ing searches on their premises. 
Thousands of Asian workers em- 
ployed in sectors which are not 
authorised by the Ministry of 
Labour were exposed and 
ordered out or deported. 

"Many of those who are now 
reporting lost passports are the 
remnants of those illegal work- 
ers,” said an informed source. 
“They managed to elude the au- 
thorities so far, but they always 
faced the problem of how to leave 


the country even with a passport 
since they had incurred hundreds, 
if not thousands, as penalties for 
overstaying their residence per- 
mits or visa.” 

In a few cases, sources say, 
some managed to leave the coun- 
try on stolen passports and re- 
lated residence documents. 

“Such departures are possible 
for people from certain distinct 
regions of India,” commented 
one source. “Their features are 
almost undistinguishable and 
therefore most of them can pass 
for one another at immigration 
points.” 

Guest workers caught by the 
authorities face deportation; in 
such cases the penalties are 
waived and the concerned di- 
plomatic mission arranges 1 for 
their passage home. Hundreds 
surrendered to the authorities to 
avail themselves of the exemption 
from the penalty and were de- 
ported. 

But tbosS who remained be- 
hind without proper documents 
for their wont and stayed in 
Jordan had no option but to pay 
the penalty. 


The* Department of Foreigners 
Affairs at the Ministry of Interior 
reported a total of 1,950 resi- 
dence permits — either renewed 
or issued for the first time — 
granted to Indian nationals in 
1992. 

But informed sources say that 
several hundred remained with- 
out any permit during the year. 

“If they were to approach the 
authorities for proper work and 
residence permit, then they faced 
the prospect of paying several 
hundred dinars as work permit 
charges in addition to a huge sum 
as penalty for overstaying,” said 
one source. “Very few of them 
had the money to do thar.” 

With the general amnesty 
granted by His Majesty King 
Hussein on Nov. 14, these who 
have overstayed their permits 
have to pay the JD 1 per-day 
penalty only for the period after 
the date of the amnesty since all 
previous penalties were cancelled 
by the royal gesture. 

Many have already taken 
advantage of the amnesty and left 
the country. 


RJ maintenance services 
to earn millions in fees 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ). the national air car- 
rier. Sunday announced that its 
aircraft maintenance facility will 
earn it millions of dollars for 
services to airlines operating in 
the region. 

An RJ press release said at 
least $4 million were expected 
shortly adding that the airline’s 
servicing facility at Queen Alia 
International Airport (QAIA) 
has witnessed a growing demand 
for services on aircraft bodies and 
engines of international carriers 
'Four' Pratt "Whitney engines 
owned -by Algerian Airways, a 
similar engine from Air France 
and another from Alyemda, the 
South Yemen airline, arrived ear- 
ly this year for checking, the 
statement said. 

Fees for servicing these engines 
alone should bring revenues of $1 
million, RJ said. 

Egypt Air and Egyptian ZAS 
Airline have concluded an engine 
servicing agreement with RJ. The 
engines are due in Amman in the 
craning two months, the press 
release said. 

It said RJ is also negotiating 
with the Lebanese Middle East 
Airlines (MEA) and Syrian Air- 
ways on similar service agree- 
ments. 

Maintenance work is nearing 
completion on the bodies of an 
Alyemda Boeing 727 and a 
Boeing 707 owned by Comtran, a 
U.S. firm, the statement said. 

Service and maintenance has 
been conducted by RJ on planes 



Royal Jordanian's maintenance facility at Queen Afia Airport 
provides services to numerous international airlines (File photo) 


and engines owned by French, 
Canadian Sri Lankan. Cypriot, 
Yemeni, Algerian. Egyptian 
Sudanese and Syrian airlines, in 
addition to U.S. Seagreen and 
Buffalo airlines. 

Royal Jordanian recently re- 
ported highly successful opera- 
tions during 1992, after overcom- 


ing the negative consequences of 
the Gulf crisis and the world 
economic recession. 

RJ President and Chief Execu- 
tive Officer Mahmoud Balqez (old 
an RJ marketing conference in 
December last year that the air- 
line's revenues came to nearly 
JD 253 million; an IS per cent 
increase over 1991 figures. 



Buying An Electronics Typewriter .. 



Is a Winning Deal Now 





Xerox 6018 Elec- 
tronic Typewriter is 
remarkably quiet, 
designed for 
comfortable and 
convenient typing. 


The screen allows 
you to view and edit 
your text It also 
displays all the 
functions. 


Memory of upto 
31 ,000 characters. 

Fully automatic 
features including 
centering, emboldening 
and underlining of text 
Automatic correction 
and much much more. 




The price includes one year warranty for spare parts and labour charges. 


- ■ -M -'J'rt: -*■ 

Arabtfin OlhttS Automation - ■ ' ■ 

Safer. 698804 -563183- 683181 - Maintenance- 698805 - Fax' 698806 
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Frosty grip of ice 

^CORDING TO tin latest weather re ports from the 
! , 'cj:artment of Meteorology, rain and snow will again 
Vii Jordan beginning “Monday night.” This is both 
.■rood and bad news. Good because Jordan cafl stRI use 
wc rain to replenish its reservoirs and irrigate its 
land. The bad news, however, is that many people wifl 
er^loit the new snowstorm to dose shop and sit at 
p '9me, decreasing productivity and straini n g r c a o n rccs 
rfue to increased consumption. This is exactly what 
happened last week when life in the Kingdom c a me to 
* nwr standstill when the first flakes of snow IdL Not 
tinij were schools dosed then but so were most public 
rervlces, including many supermarkets, car garages, 
even restaurants. 

■ a way, our people are to blame for showing panic 
unnecessarily, especially when they begin to board 
MtufTs as if their stay at home win be forever, ft is 
as ?f snowfall, even when light? has become a licence to 
stop work activities. On the other hand, though, the 
government has been contributing to this unfortunate 
siatD of affairs not only by enrourngfog sto pp a ge 
practically at every conceivable level but also by not 
dofog enough to keep all arteries of the country open 
safe for transportation. 

If last week’s demonstration by the concerned 
r-utfcorities is anything to go by, many streets in the 
capital and other snow bound cities will tins time be 
impassable or unsafe. Hie public cannot be expected to 
incalculable risks and drive to work as long as the 
r.uWJc sector confines its activities to only Ugh ways 
otad thoroughfares, leaving streets and avenues on- 
l^uched by machinery or salt. There is an abundance 
of cheap salt, winch b actually also not lit for human 
consumption, that can be easily usedto melt accmmi- 
ilating snow and prevent dangerous ice from forming 
tm the roads. Since snow has become almost a regular 
feature of winter in Jordan, we would have thought 
that by now the authorities would be better prepa r ed 
'or ail-weather pos si bi l ities. 

Jordanians need encouragement not to dose their 
j-Iltas and shops and go home at the first right of 
.,';!izsu > dsandsnmr storms. But they cannot be blamed 
f«r* paying most attention and giuog priority to their 
ai:f- their children’s safety and wdl-being when the 
bureaucracy does not do its homework. There is a 
tremendous economic cost to the country every time it 
bohUn its activities because of bad weather, and this cost 
Tor exceeds any expense of the central government 
when preparing all official departments to cope with 
emergencies. It would be worthwhile to co ns i der the 
t’CTdhility of more snow falling in the weeks ahead, 
: ".h» in coining winters, and to (dan for “no s top pa ge ” 
~;*fi'rt.-]igns when rain torus into snow and snow Into ice 
onr mountain slopes. 
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AL Ra’I Arabic daily described Israel's killing of Palestinians in 
the Gnza Strip Saturday as another link in the chain of atrocities 
that be^an with the expulsion of the 415 Palestinians to southern 
Lebanon. No doubt that Israel is being encouraged iu its drive to 
pursue aggressive acts against the Palestinian people by the U.S. 
stand and the absence of sanctions imposed by the U.N. 
■Security Council on the Jewish state's failure to comply with 
Resolution 799, the papeT said. It stud that by pursuing its 
inhuman practices and crimes in the occupied tanas, Israel is 
frying to push the Arab parties away from the negotiating table 
and away from the peace process altogether. The paper said that 
hi two days, the Israelis murdered six Palestinians, four of whom 
fell Saturday alone under the eyes of the world community which 
K doing nothing to come to the help of the oppressed people. 
Encouraged by the United States and condoned for its action by 
the Security Council, the Israelis will no doubt continue to 
commit crimes, the paper continued. One should not be surprised 
if Washington takes a step to reward Israel for its aggr es si o n and 
its continued disregard of the U.N. resolutions, the paper said. 
The killing of the Palestinians came dose on the heek of a sinister 
deal between Israel and the United States which manifested itself 
first by an open Israeli defiance of the U.N. resolution, the paper 
added. The paper expressed apprehension of a new trend in 
American policy designed to further subdue the Arab parties and 
force them to go to the negotiations agamst their will, regardless 
of the fate of the Pa le s tini ans deported to southern Lebanon. 
A COLUMNIST in Al Ra*i daily said that if Washington feels 
unable to force Israel to implement UJM. Security Council 
Resolution 799, it could never be able to force it to impfemeot the 
previous resolutions. Tareq Masarweh said that Washington has 
in date failed to demand that Israel pull out of a single inch of 
.southern Lebanon, in accordance with Resolution 425, nor did 
?he U.S. ask Israel to ever stop killing Palestinian children and 
demolish Palestinian houses. At the same time, Washington seeks 
in end the Arab states’ boycott of Israel, ensure Arab states* 
iccognitkm of the Jewish state, make Arab forget about their 
usurped and occupied lands and capitulate to Israel's will, he said. 
A’ith this state of affairs, Washington is not eligible to (day a 
mediation role to end the Arab-Israeti conflict and, being totally 
biased towards Israel, then can be no print for Washington to 
send Warren Christopher to the Middle East, he added. The 
writer expressed belief that die ongoing peace talks could never 
achieve progress, even if they continued for 10 years, simply 
because Israel does not intend to give unoccupied Arab land nor 
is Washington interested in such a development. It b regrettable, 
rpifl the writer, to see Arab leaden declaring that they had 
the point of no return in the peace talks with Israel at a 
.inn: when the Arab leaders hear loud and dear Mr. Rabin's 
ihrviifcRtng the Arabs with pulling out of the negotiations should 
n h;u« his own way and should he be reprimanded by the 
■ : curtly Council for not complying with its resolutions. 
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By YVaJeed SaiO 


Israel-PLO negotiations are ineluctable 


Although Israel's Labour-led government still insists on not 
deafing with the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) direct- 
ly, even after repealing its 1986 law banning contacts with the 
Palestinian organisation, there are solid reasons to believe that 
Israel is fast reconciling itself with the inevitability of negotiating 
with the PLO sooner rather than later. HU this point in time, the 
Israeli political machine has yielded only to the logic of talking 
with the Palestinian organisation in an indirect way, having 
recognised that its Palestinian interlocutors at the negotiating 
table are for all intents and purposes genuine PLO representa- 
tives. What keeps Israel from plunging deeper into the reality of 
the Palestinian equation could be only a tactical move aimed at 
extracting more concessions from the Palestinians. 

What could accelerate the Israeli movement in the direction or 
according the PLO foil recognition is the emergence of the Hamas 
faction as a fast growing political and military force in the West 
Rant and Gaza Strip over the past few years. Israel was the first 
to recognise that Hamas’ advancement was at the expense of 
other Palestinian PLO groupings, especially the centre and left of 
centre factions. Against this backdrop, Israel is faced with t^° 
alternatives: Either to play ball with the moderate Palestinian 
elements or risk leaving the field wide open to the rising 
fundamentalist organisations. The timing for rescinding the 1980 
law outlawing contacts with the PLO suggests that indeed Israel is 
labouring on the premise that shunning the PLO as such would 
only play into the hands of Hamas in particular. 

It can be presumed therefore that in the course of the upcoming 


months, if not weeks, more Israeli moves will be taken to realise 
full Israeti-PLO dialogue. Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat is the 
only Arab leader in tbe post-Camp David era that is on record as 
calling for direct peace negotiations at the highest possible level. 
Mr. Arafat even proposed to visit Israel, something that no other 
Arab head of state has found acceptable to do at this stage of the 
negotiating process. What is holding Israel from responding to 
such Palestinian peace overtures is something that only time will 
resolve. It is more probable than not, however, that the point will 
be soon arrived at as Israel inches ever closer to direct contacts 
with the PLO. 

What is also helping advance the PLO as a full-fledged 
player in the peace parleys is Jordan’s refusal to replace the 
Palestinian organisation. His Majesty King Hussein has made it 
dear over and over again that he will not negotiate on behalf of 
the Palestinians even though considerable Palestinian constituen- 
cies would have hoped that be does. King Hussein’s stance on this 
issue has been driven by one simple concern, and that is to help 
elevate the PLO to the role of full player in the peace process. 
The 1987 decision to break legal relations with the West Bank was 
also motivated by the national verdict that, on balance, it would 
be better for all sides to let tbe Palestinians speak for themselves 
and through their political institution, the PLO. Israel is inching 
closer to this conclusion and it is only a matter of time before the 
Labour-led government yields to the logic and momentum of this 
universally-held consensus: That in order to bind all future 
Palestinian generations to tbe projected Palestinian-Israeti peace 


i, would be advantageous to earn the agreement and blessing of 

*v^ LC InS^^S , e r will continue to be central and criticaL 

JoiSti has thus fat provided an artificial “Sj. 

the Palestinians’ active involvement in the p~ace process right 
from the start in the face of Israel’s objwltons to t^^aoewah 
them on equal footing with the other parties to the peace talks, fa 
a^Xdan isltill poised to facilitate the success of the 
feraeU-Palestuiian negotiations by agreeing to * ! 

role in tbe implementation of any agreed 

between them. This could take the form of federation with the 
Palestinian political structure that is anticipated to emerge from 
the peace parleys. Such an arrangement woidd not only make any 
future Palestinian political infrastructures tn the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip viable politically but also economically. 

What the future holds for the region in terms of wider economic 
asso ciations, bringing more Middle Eastern states together in one. 
large common market, is something that is open for conjecture at 
this point in time. Yet the prospects are there to emulate other 
regions of the world by creating a regional economic : market that 
can withstand the competition of other regions of the world. In 
spite of the existing frustrations and setbacks over the seemingly 
anaemic peace negotiations, whether on the bilateral or multilate- 
ral levels, there is a dear peace momentum that will continue to 
move forward, generated by its own inertia. This is the logic of 
contemporary history and the spirit of the new era in international 
relations. 


Gaza children live and die under the sun 


By Sara Hehn 


As dusk falls in Jabatia refugee 
camp in the Israeli-occupied 
Gaza Strip, two Palestinian 
women, one pregnant, one hold- 
ing the hand of a child, begin to 
traverse a stretch of wasteland. 

They have emerged from a line 
of refugee shacks «yjd are heading 
for a United Nations health cen- 
tre. A maternity dink is about to 
begin, and they are taking advan- 
tage of a lull in the shooting. 

For the women are not alone 
on the stage. At the rear are the 
Israeli army lookout posts and a 
wire fence, shielding a military 
camp. Soldiers are crouching 
against the walk of the dink, 
holding M-16 rifles trained on a 
large crowd of children whn have 
gathered for the evening's enter- 
tainment: throwing stones at 
Israeli soldiers. 

To reach the dinic the women 
must pass directly between the 
soldiers and the children, in front 
of the line of fire, less than IS 
metres from the guns. A shot 
rings out, and the women, now 
bending low, break into a difficult 
run, reaching the dinic doors 
unhurt. But the crowd of children 
is suddenly swarming, and an 
ambulance rushes out. picking up 
the victim of tbe gunfire and 
driving bade to the dink. 

Now a group of older children 
— aged 15 per ha ps — dutching 
their stones, have diinbed on to 
the dink roof, di reedy above the 
sokfieis, who are bolt upright, 
stiff with fear. More shots follow, 
then big douds of smoke appear. 

“Gas, gas. gas.” Some children 
run in fear, many yelp with ex- 
citement. Little ones hold hands, 
tears streaming down faces, shirts 
pulled up over mouths. They 
swarm back into the camp, into 
the tiny alleyways where the tear 
gas will sting them less. The faces 
are suddenly still, turned up to 
the fading tights are they watt and 
listen. None here looks older than 
14, and many seem as young as 
four or five. Tbe only sound now 
b choking or vomiting, mostly 
from young women with babies 
who have also run to the alleys 
from their homes nearer the gas. 

In tbe last two months children 
have been killed and injured m 


flip 1 





11 ^ 1 ^ 


<®>1 ■ 






M. KAHIL 


Gaza iu u precede n ted numbers. 
Statistics prepared by UNRWA, 
the U.N. relief agency in Gaza 
and the West Bank, show that of 
the 28 Palestinians killed by 
Israelis in Gaza since the begin- 
ning of December, 10 were chil- 
dren under the age of 16; nine 
were shot by soldiers, one by a 
settler. 

This is more in two months 
than in any full year since the 


start of the intifada in 1987. Be- 
tween Dec. 2 and Jan. 23, 182 
children were treated in UN- 
RWA clinics or local hospitals 
after being shot with live 
ammunition, defined as 5.56 
calibre bullets with metal or plas- 
tic tips. Several more children 
were injured by plastic-coated 
metal marbles, fired in sprays of 
up to 12, or by severe beating or 
by being struck by tear gas canis- 


ters. 

The number of injuries above 
the abdomen led to reports, 
strongly denied by the army, that 
open-fire regulations, which say 
shots should be fired at legs first, 
had been relaxed. The death on 
Dec. 19 of 10-year-old Rana Abu 
Tuour, shot dead by a sniper in 
Khan Younis camp as she left 
home to buy milk, first highlight- 
ed the killings. This week the 


Tough question for Clinton 
administration: Intervene abroad? 


By David Briscoe 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Clinton 
administration wants to focus on 
domestic issues, but foreign con- 
flicts keep intruding. 

Advocates on all sides of fore- 
ign disputes, members of Con- 
gress and other experts are 
pushing and pulling the new 
administration to take a stand — 
or avoid action — in various 
conflicts. 

During his first two weeks in 
office. President Clinton took no 
new foreign policy initiatives. He 
did not indicate whether he will 
commit U.S. troops or other re- 
sources to deal with crises inher- 
ited from President Bush in Haiti, 
Somalia, the Mideast, former 
Yugoslavia and elsewhere. 

His rejection of Haitian boat 
people, the slow .withdrawal or 
troops in Somalia, the standoff in 
Iraq and his announced plan to 
dispatch Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher to the Middle 
East all represent a cautious con- 
tinuation of Bush policies. 

Even bis administration's 
lough questioning erf a proposed 
peace plan for the Bosnian con- 
flict in former Yugoslavia is being 
viewed by some as a reluctance to 
commit to any increased U.S. 
role abroad. Acceptance of the 
plan by diplomats Cyrus Vance 
and Lord Owen could lead to a 
commitment of U.S. troops to 
ensure that it works. 


As a candidate, Mr. Clinton 
said he supported stronger action 
than Mr. Bush in the Yugoslav 
conflict. As president, Mr. Clin- 
ton has yet to commit to any 
course of action. 

The latest issue of the presti- 
gious journal Foreign Affairs in- 
cludes articles debating when, 
where and why the United States 
should intervene in other nations’ 
affairs. 

The question is no longer the 
simple cold war issue of promot- 
ing democracy abroad against 
Soviet communism. Without the 
Soviet threat, the United States 
has to find a new set of criteria for 
intervention. 

“The United States will have to 
sort out and select its political 
objectives and the means it em- 
ploys to achieve them far better 
than it has," said former Defence 
Secretary James Schlesinger in 
one article. 

The post-cold war world “is 
becoming more rather than less 
anarchic," says Mr. Schlesinger. 
“The United States is not called 
upon to, nor can it, cure ail the 
world’s misery,” he says- 

Both Mr. Clinton and former 
President Bush have taken simi- 
lar positions. But both also have 
left room for unilateral U.S. 
military action when necessary. 

Mr. Bush committed U.S. 
troops in Panama, Iraq and 
Somalia, and Mr. Clinton said in 
his inaugural address: “When our 
vital interests are challenged, or 


the will and conscience of the 
international community is de- 
fied. we will act — with peaceful 
diplomacy whenever possible, 
with force when necessary.” 

Stephen John Stedman, assis- 
tant professor at Johns Hopkins 
University, says in' another Foreign 
Affairs article that a “new 1 
interventionism” is emerging 
which seeks to end civil wars and 
stop government from abusing 
their peoples. 

Mr. Stedman says Mr. Clinton 
is sympathetic with such goals but 
must be realistic, intervening only 
when it is ir. America's interest. 

Intervention “applied accord- 
ing to the dictates of television, 
rather than the national interest 
of the United States” will likely 
lead to an era that is “more 
confrontational, conflict-ridden 
and violent than the one that 
preceded it,” Mr. Stedman says 
in the article. 

Much of the debate has focused 
on the degree to which the Un- 
ited States should participate in 
collective enforcement of interna- 
tional goals with the United Na- 
tions and other multilateral orga- 
nisations. 

Analysts at the conservative 
Heritage Foundation were critical 
of the Bush administration for 
imposing self-restrictions on its 
foreign involvement by following 
United Nations. North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation {NATO) 
and World Bank goals. 


“The United States should use 
coalitions with a keener eye to- 
ward protecting and preserving 
U.S. interests,” said Kim 
Holmes, a Heritage vice president 
and defence policy analyst. 

He said the Clinton administra- 
tion will face a number of tempta- 
tions to get involved abroad. The 
Somalia, intervention, he said, 
“has muddied the discussion of 
the relationship between force 
and interest,” siece the United 
States intervened to help feed 
Somalis rather than to protect 
clear U.S. interests. 

A report by a high-level com- 
mission on U.S. foreign policy 
issued during the transition from 
Mr. Bush to Mr. Gimon con- 
cluded: “We will inevitably rely 
more and more on collective 
security to cope with new military 
challenges — or they will not be 
dealt with at all." 

The commission, headed by 
Winston Lord, now Mr. Clinton’s 
assistant secretary of state for 
Asia, noted that at times the 
collapse of elected governments 
may be inevitable and that inter- 
national pressure may inflict un- 
acceptable hardship on a people. 

“But as a general rale,” it 
concluded, “the United States 
should join other nations to im- 
pose punitive measures on coun- 
tries whose democratic govern- 
ments have been tippled by milit- 
ary coups or suspended by the 
national leadership." 
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military governor of Khan Younis 
called the family to his office. 
“He said he apologised. He said 
they shot Rana by mistake," said 
her mother. But no explanation 
was given, no inquest report, no 
compensation. 

Whether the open-fire regula- 
tions have changed or not, it is 
easy to see why the deaths hap- 
pen. There are a lot of very 
nervous soldiers in Gaza. The 


killings in December of three 
soldiers by Palestinian gunmen 
heightened tension which has . 
since been fuelled by fear of 
retaliation for Israel's deporta- 
tion of 413 suspected Islamic mili- 
tants, many from Gaza. 

A frightened Israeli soldier, 
posted to Gaza, has little training 
or experience to fall back on 
when intimidated by crowds of 
taunting children. There is no riot 
control procedure. He has no 
shield, no truncheon. He holds a 
gun and his first defence is to 
shoot. Whatever the rules, where-.-, 
ver he shoots in Gaza he will 
puncture a wall of children. Chil- 
dren flock everywhere. Some 
800,000 Palestinians five here, 
more than half in refugee camps. 

In tbe c;uly days of the intifada 
parents tried to keep their chil- 
dren off the streets. It was the 
older youths who were sen. 
throwing the stones in clashes 
with the army. But .»$ the intifada 
spread, the children took direc- 
tions- less from their parents and 
more from the street leadership. 
Their only heroes now are the 
masked men, and children scan 
results of dasiies pasted to mos- 
que walls like children elsewhere 
scan football scores. Now the 
average age of the stone-throwing 
activist is 13. The older youths 
are either jailed or directing 
events, having given up the stone 
for the gun. 

Inside the U.N. clinic Dr. 
Salim Ramadan updates his 
medical records. He marks a spot 
on the drawing of a body, de- 
scribes the injury, and licks either 
LA (live ammunition) or PB 
(plastic bullet). On Jan. 16, when 
11 -year-old Shirreen Hussein was 
killed outside the clinic on her 
way to school, he marked a spot 
on the abdomen and ticked LA. 
This time he ticks LA but marks a 
spot on the leg. The 15-year-old 
boy shot this time was lucky. 

Outside, pockets of children 
are still shouting taunts at the 
soldiers in Hebrew, getting 
closer to the wire. “Chicken, 
chicken. Drop your gun and fight 
me." Hie maternity clinic is get- 
ting under way — The Indepen- 
dent. 


LETTERS 


To the Editor. 

On Jan. 20, 1993, Bill Clinton was inaugurated as the 42nd 
president of the United States of America. To many the new 
administration is a breath of fresh air compared to the one led hv ' 
former President George Bush. Or is it? . 

During the elections and throughout the campaign then 
Governor Clinton reiterated his position, time and agSnthatlS 
foreign policy would be no different from the one of theBnsh 
administration regarding the Middle East conflict, and the 
ongoing Arab-lsraeli peace talks. ™ 

JJe double standard the U.S. is using ui regard to UN 
Security Council resolutions targeted against Inufand ^ is 
unprecedented. The U.S. ts stalling any U N SeLrit. 
meettngs to .deal with the Palestinian deponed 

™ re tt5rSr“ ,d ECt undc ™ i,y - ^ 

^ Bu5h c ? l6d for “ >11 about? eS utT 

nsufiuoons on Iraq, and only Iraq, for something tat tat 
toppened and is done wth, and not enforcing them on Hatta 
££ “o^T** Abates seems to be a £ SB; . 

one momenf that its practices are " 
accepted by the world body; it should realise that 

not go unpunished, regardless of who Israel is 
think that the Arabs should use their powers 

to make them pressure Israel to enforce Resolution pe ? > j! 
take all the deportees back. "Solution 799 and to. 

Samer Farraj, 

P O. Box 5225, 

Amman. 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle . Letters intent fZ 
publication, however, should contain Mu writer* IZ 
preferably address as well. Names can be withheld 
request and under special arcumsUm'xs. letters are suhl^Z 
editing. The newspaper is not responsible for the r-./.-n ’ 

manuscripts. unused 
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(Cootie ped from page 1) 

j).J the history of Ihe Hashemites. 

Muslim Brotherhood Deputy Ham- 
nam Sa'id refused ihc argument that 
ordan has to comply with ihe rcsolu- 
ioos oT the Security Council because 
*the Jews arc refusing to implement 
j.N. resolutions." 

Reminding deputies that violating 
nrcmfl&onaJ law is an act that pro- 
■ ,'okes international punishment, De- 
nny Abdul Majid Shreiddi noted the 
lack of such legislation in the Charter 
rf the Arab League. 

Mr. Shreideh pointed to Iraq's 
compliance with Security Council re- 
solutions. and said that the proposed 
[aw would harm national interests. 

“(This proposed iawj deals with 
politics through slogans at the ex- 
pense of national interests.” he said. 

Asserting that international law is 
ihe law of the United States and 
Israel. Deputy Hussein Mjalli said 
Jordan must respect what he called "a 
national charter" according to which, 
he said, aggression on one Arab state 
is an aggression on ihe whole Arab 
Nation. 

“Our frustration with Arab division 
and national regression should not 
lead lead us to hurt ourselves.” Depu- 
ty and former Prime Minister Tuher 
A1 Masri told the House, recalling 
Jordan's support for Iraq and the 
heavy price be said the Kingdom paid 
"Tof it. 

"Through the positions I held in 
(he past, I know that what we did for 
Iraq far exceeds what has been made 
public." be said. "We tool: risks and 
probably achieved miracles in order 
to support Iraq. History will reveal 
this national Jordanian role in the 
future,” said Mr. Masri, who opposed 
ihe proposed bill in his comments but 
did not vote against it when it was put 
to vote. 

Mr. Masri said the timing of the 
proposal might give the impression 
chat Jordan aid not fulfil its national 
obligation towards Iraq. He urged 
deputies to drop the motion, 

“There is no need Tor Tear or 
attempts to intimidate." Deputy 
Salim Al Zoubi said, rejecting the 
argument that proposing the law 
might imply that Jordan did not sup- 
port Iraq. 

Taking the floor after Mr. Masri. 
Mr. Zoubi said that the proposed law 
was an expression of a stand and a 
policy and that arguments that it 
would harm Jordan were groundless. 

Abo with a narrow majority, the 
Mc-usc Sunday turned down a propos- 
al to draft a lav- making voting in 
irsrliamealary elections mandatory 

•r j'l eligible citizens. 

ihinv-one out of t>0 deputies voted 
•gjinM the proposed bill, which wn« 
presented In the House !» i*7 tic- 
Miries. 

Arguing against the proLO.vl. De- 
puty A*i Al FiKiir said it wj.s iiu.x.r-%ti- 
Ittinmaf to force citizens io cist their 
• -ires in parfiameninry elections. 

He said it was people's right and 
not duty to vole, adding that the 
propost d law would amount to an 
enrronriwnent on personal freedoms. 

tidier deputies who opposed the 
nolinr. cited difficulties in im- 
rjl-:nu;r.'jn« pu-p- r ed law :« n reason 
tor rejecting if Instead of forcing people 
to vote, efforts sDihiio oc cenirco on 
.-.lucating them on rite nec-i to escer- 


erse their constitutional right to vole, 
(hey said. 

Advocates of the law argued that 
the Constitution names the people as 
the source of authority and they must 
therefore cast (heir votes in order lo 
ensure that the views of the majority 
are considered. 

“How could we ensure that (Parlia- 
ment) represent! the people if only 30 
per cent of eligible voters cast their 
votes,” said Mr. Mjali. 

Islamist deputies were particularly 
opposed to the motion on the grounds 
that a mandatory voting law was 
impossible to implement and would 
infringe on personal freedoms. These 
deputies enjoy high turnout in their 
constituencies and many observers 
say a higher turnout or voters would 
reduce the number of seals the Isla- 
mic movement has in the House. 

According to one deputy, a recent 
study has shown that if voter turnout 
”ts nine per cent higher than” that of 
the 1980 elections there will be a SO 
per cent change in the composition of 
ihe House. The stud}’, said the depu- 
ty, did not specify which political 
trends will benefit or lose from the 
projected change. No further in- 
formation on the study or who con- 
ducted ii was available. 

Expressing support for the nearly 
•WO Palestinians expelled to South 
Lebanon by the Israeli government in 
December, the foreign affairs and 
Palestine and occupied Arab territor- 
ies committes of the House Sunday 
proposed that the House initiate joint 
Arab parliamentary action lo empha- 
sise the need for implementing Re- 
solution 799. 

The House adopted the commit- 
tee’s recommedation. 

The committees also proposed that 
the House form a delegation to seek 
the formation of an Arab parliamen- 
tary group that would visit the Euro- 
pean Parliament and other interna- 
tional organisations in an effort to 
urge the implementation of Resolu- 
tion 799. 

The House also endorsed a general 
pardon issued by King Hussein in 
November as presented by govern- 
ment despite arguments that the draft 
law was unconstitutional. 

Mr. Mjalli said it was unconstitu- 
tional to issue tempo ary general par- 
don laws when the House was not 
sitting because (he penalty code says 
“the House is the constitutional au- 
thority lo initiate such legislations.” 

"The draft law is nuH and void and 
that should be made public,” Mr. 
Mjalli said, adding that only private 
pardons can be issued if the House is 
not in session. He said issuing a 
temporary general pardon law gives 
the people affected by it acquired 
rights that cannot be later revoked, 
thus "confiscating" the right of the 
Ho».»e to reject the law. 

Vr. Faqir rejected the argument 
raying that Ihe House could still 
amend the draft law after it was 
issued. He said the emergency situa- 
tion that the Constitution says gives 
the King the right to issue a tempor- 
ary draft law on general pardon was 
present in the country when the par- 
don was issued. 

The House, which will hold its next 
meeting Wednesday, also agreed to 
raise to (8 the membership of a 
committee formed by the House last 
week to investigate alleged nepotism 
and favouritism in civil service 
appointments. 
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Rio De Janeiro 
Since 1975. 
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Rio De Janeiro. 

The Touch Of Class In The World Of Gems. 
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Since 1988. 

Amra Hotel Shops. 
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Israel says expulsion policy remains 


(Cob lamed from page 


crate than Mr. Rabin. “Israel 
accepted it. Now we have to let 
the United States implement it.'* 
Mr. Peres said he saw no need 
for fresh “concessions'' to ensure 


that Middle East peace talks con- 
vene in April as hoped. 

"What am !. a hawker of com- 
promises,” said an agiiaicd 
Peres, who leaves un Wednesday 


for talks wilh Clinton adminisir.i- 
tion officials in Wa?hingt«m. 

“The United States 'look it 
upon ilsclf to overcome this mat- 
ter with the proposal it suggested 
and Israel accepted this propos- 
al." lie said. 

U.S. Sueictarv of Srjic Warren 
Christopher, v.lio plans a Ltiudk* 
East lour litis momh, had been 


anxicns for promise that 

v.vdd defuse the cvictec crisis 
and allow fresh Middle Easl 
peace talks. 

Cabinet Secretary l : !yakim 
r>i:bei»st--ii*. win i leads Israeli 
nciwttali'W v.itli die Palestinians 
;«1 [)*e [ t: !!:«, '“(id niter the 
cabinet niertinj* there was no 
change in the U-S. -brokered 


agreement. 

The evictees have v* lived n«'i to 
leave their camp until all are 
allowed to return. 

Palestinians attendin'* the 
pence talks have emphasised that 
they want to contiii'.ie. but they 
say popular prcwjrr i«i ihe occu- 
pied West Bank .ind Lta/^t Strip 
makes that impossihie before the 


return of all evictees. 

Palestinian lender Yasser Ara- 
fat inis reiterated his rejection of 
tile 1 1. S.- brokered deal. 

i‘e also said remarks by Mr. 
Pnbin llinm'enmii ti> .pel hun- 
dreds more Palestinian', did n it 
cue. hi race a contpoiinp*: sett le- 
nient to the di-.p:«u. 


NATIONAL BLOOD BANK 
WEST AMMAN BRANCH 

Equipment and technical assistance 
provided by 

Blood Systems Inc., Scottsdale, 
Arizona, USA. 

NATIONAL BLOOD BANK 

WEST AMMAN BRANCH 

Design and Supervision by 

Salwa Nemeh Est. 

Architect and Design Consultants 
Amman Tel. No. 828601 


The Private Hospitals Owners Society 
Blood Bank Supportive 
Committee in Jordan 


Extends its gratitude to 
H.E. The Minister of Health 
and to H.E. The Ambassador of the 
United States of America in Jordan 
for their support in establishing a 
BLOOD BANK in Western Amman 

and their effort in upgrading the 
medical profession and Patient Care 
in Jordan. 

The Committee also extends its 
gratitude for all those who supported 
such a noble and humanitarian 
gesture. 


President 

Private Hospitals Owners Society 
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"Providing our guests with excellent 

service throughout their stay with 

us. is our top priority at Kuwait 

International Hotel. When visitors to 

our Business Centre need to get 

important pa -reis o< documents 

delivered quickl, to i .e other sice c‘ 

? - ■. 

the world, we naturally turn to DHL.V 
j ' • » 

VVitn.pH. as a Dusioess partner, wen: 
know we have a guarantee of service 
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When you ask people why (hey choose 
DHL. every answer is different. Some 
simply say they want the best, the 
fastest and the most reliable air express 
service to care for their shipments 
Others will tell you about how DHL 
understands their business and helps 
them to meet vital deadlines Still others 
will tell you remarl able stories of the 
sitra trouble a DHL employee will take 


to guarantee customer sab 
Whatever way they an-;w 
customers all have one thing in 
They know they've made 
'.hoice We couldn't express 
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e». DHL 

Commi.ii i 
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WORLDWIDE EXPRESS 


r 


JORDA 



'LACR 




THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAIAIAR & SONS. 

TEi. 604676 604696 
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CROWN Em EST. 

Packing, shipping | 
Ig Forwarding, storage j 
worldwide removals 1 
Air, Sea and Land 
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* Kals Dryclean. 1 Hr Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 

* Upholslry. curtains & carpels 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fan 
828163 t 


Professional Quality in 
i Hour Service 
Develop yfiur colour film at 
our shop and get:- , 

* JUMBO 

5fes Basher 

* Fcrse teraff arg®- 
DBooflaft 2© .7 S& esn 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlayi 
Bunk. Phone: 

Swefich to!- .■C.^Wi 


4 RENT & 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 


For further 
please call: 


details 


AfocSoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 




MANDARIN RESTAURANT 
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Tahe eway b avaifcbfe 

Wadi Saqia Read 
n ear Philadelphia Hote l /\ 

pTeL 661922, A*nnion| 

Cacc lasted 



Mti 


RUST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 

avaflabte 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30pm 

7.30-11.30 pm 

Alter the Philadelphia Hotel 
lbwanls 3rd circle 


Tcl:659519 659520- 


vtOVING ? ; 

et Aramex Air Cargo 
ake care of the works, 

Door to Door. 
Dali the friendly 
professionals on 
560507 or 660508' 

ARAMEX' 


Af* CARGO 



r CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 


Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and tasie our 
specialities 

O^'t’n daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

0:30 - Midnight / 



The firsts best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabat Amman, neai 

Ahliyyati Gn Is School 

TdSra at way As awlln&fe 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 63&9M 



r ITW<rB KarisdlLa 

al ctaima bah 

&30 p^n -L30 sum 


SIIIRN NflTIONRL 
Rent a Car 



Safety And Style 

S 694-882 



Centre 


l Copying ■Typing 

■ Binding ■ Faxing 

.■ Plan printing C 
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Cft\m 

Town 




U L 


Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Amman' now has its own. 

Where you can enjoy.’ the most exquisite 
Chinese di^esyfpr Iqnch and dinner. 

Banquet' anfl-t^fea^ay^rvice 

All chefs from Peking, China 

China Town 

at the Amman Plaza Hotel 
Tel. 674295 nr 674111 - ext. 6338 


| The First Class Hotel in 
'Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 
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iWhHIs 


Amman -Tel. 668 193 • 
PO Box 9403 Far 60243*1 
Tele.' 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
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French )L 0&ui5inc 


RESERVATIOM 

TEL 019564 
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Navratilova clinches record 
162 nd career singles title 


YOKOHAMA (R) — Veteran 
Martina Navratilova clinched a 
record 162nd career singles title 
' by sweeping aside unseeded Lar- 
' isa Savchenko-Neiland 6-2 6-2 in 
; the final of the Toray Pan Pacific 
Open indoor tennis tournament 
Sunday. 

For good measure, the Amer- 
'■ iean then went back on the court 
' with Helena Sukova to win the 
doubles final, beating the fourth- 
seeded Lori McNeil and Rennae 
Stubbs 6-4 6-3. 

' Navratilova, appearing in her 
first tournament since losing to 
Monica Seles in the final of the ■ 
‘ Virginia Slims contest in New 
York last November, was in de- 
vastating form from the outset 
* - with her consistently powerful 
serve and brilliant cross-court 
backhands. 

“I haven’t won here for a 
while. I lost in the final the last 
two years (to Gabriefa Sabatini), 
so I’m just happy to win." said 
the 36-year-old Navratilova, a 
winner here in 1989. "It’s nice to 
finally win and to beat Steffi 
' ; (Graf) in the process. That makes 
;“it really special," she added. 
'Navratilova, who takes away 
the $150,000 prize money, broke 
a her opponent's serve in the sixth 
'* and eighth games of the first set, 
but failed to hold her first service 
*;game in the second set. 

However, she soon unleashed 
- a' string of accurate and heavy 
first serves to hold her own serve 
and went on to break the Latvian 
in the fourth, sixth and eighth 
» ’ games, wrapping up the match in 
•' • 56 minutes. 

-Navratilova, who ousted num- 
' : her one seed Graf in Saturday’s 
closely-contested semifinal, con-' 
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Martina Navratilova holds op the winner’s trophy after winning the 
Toray Pan Pacific Open (AFP photo) 

tinued her indomitable storming- year. 


of the net, leaving a somewhat 
bemused Savchenko-Neiland 
powerless to pass her. 

“I pulled a muscle in my left leg 
when warming up this morning, 
so found it difficult to play the 
volleys," the Latvian said. 

The heavy-serving Savchenko- 
Neiland, ranked 74th in the 
world, rarely managed to get in 
her first serve and made numer- 
ous double faults. 

“She has the hardest second 
serve in women's tennis, so I 
guess she figured she just had to 
go for broke," said Navratilova, 
who now leads Savchenko- 
Neiland 8-1 in their head-to-head 
matches. 

Navratilova's spectacular win 
comes amidst talk of her possible 
retirement from the game this 


Tennis great Arthur 
Ashe dies from AIDS 


‘ NEW YORK (R) — Tennis great 
..Arthur Ashe, the first blade to 
‘ win the Wimbledon men’s title, 
•'died Saturday of pneumonia re- 
sulting from AIDS. He was 49. 

Although he had publicly 
admitted he had the incurable 
disease 10 months ago, his death 
.nevertheless shocked the sports 
-world. 

Stunned players, fans and 
politicians alike paid tribute to his 
achievements on and off the 
court. 

“Simply put, words cannot suf- 
fice to capture a career as glo- 
rious, a life as fully lived, or a 
commitment to justice as firm 

■ and as fair as was his," said New 

- York Mayor David Dinkins, 

. -Ashe’s long-time friend. 

.. Martina Navratilova, who 

■ heard of Ashe’s death just before 
winning the final of the Toray 

. Pan-Pacific Open tennis touma- 
. mentin Yokohama. Japan, called 
.him a man who helped change the 
• world. 

“I found it difficult to keep my 
.-mind on the match at first," a sad 
-.Navratilova told a news confer- 
ence after trouncing Larisa 
.. Savchenko-Neiland 6-2 6-2. 

“It just made me realise how 
important life is and how unim- 
portant a tennis match is. 

“He was an extraordinary hu- 
man being who transcended his 
~. sport, his race, religion and 
. nationality and in his own way 
. helped to change the world.” 

When news of Ashe's death 
was announced before the start of 

- Saturday night's heavyweight tide 
fight at Madison Square Garden 
'between champion Riddick Bowe 
and Michael Dokes, spectators 
.stood in silence to pay homage. 
■ -Ashe admitted at a news con- 
'fe’rence in April 1992 that 
rumours that he had AIDS were 


true. He said he felt hounded by 
the news media into admitting bis 
infection. 

Ashe said he got AIDS through 
blood transfusions but had kept it 
a secret since 1988 because he 
thought the stigma that AIDS 
patients endure would subject his 
daughter Camera to -taunts. 

Former tennis star Billie Jean 
King, a strong campaigner for 
women's rights, remembered 
Ashe as a crusader and pioneer 
for the rights of blacks and AIDS 
awareness. 

“Arthur always said that it was 
tougher being a blade man than 
having AIDS,” said King, holder 
of 20 Wimbledon titles. 

A heart attack forced Ashe to 
retire from competitive tennis in 
1979, and be was infected with 
the AIDS virus from tainted 
blood he received as he recovered 
from heart surgery, most likely 
after his second operation in 
1983. 

A modest and quiet man, Ashe 
spent a lifetime defying colour 
barriers and beating huge odds — 
from his youth in segregated Vir- 
ginia to Wimbledon, where in 
1975 be upset Jimmy Connors, 
eight years his junior, to become 
the first black to win the men’s 
final. 

“He wrs out doing things, 
making his point and taking care 
of business right up until the end. 
and I guess that sums up every- 
thing that he stood for. No matter 
what the problem or challenge 
was. he always went out and 
made sure he got his point 
across." said Connors. 

Ashe was admitted to New 
York hospital Friday afternoon. 
No other details were immediate- 
ly available and a statement from 
the family was expected later. 



Arthur Ashe holding his daugh- 
ter Camera, in 1987 

After his first heart operation 
in 1979, Ashe was named Davis 
Cup captain and steered the team 
to victories in the 1981 and 1982 
finals. 

Ashe scored his first major 
triumph in 1968, winning the 
U.S. Open. He won the Austra- 
lian Open in 1970 and was 
runner-up at the 1971 Australian 
and 1972 U.S. Opens. 

He said the happiest moment 
of his life was not winning Wimb- 
ledon, but when anti-apartheid 
political prisoner Nelson Mande- 
la was freed from a South African 
jail in 1990. 


Iran moves to 2nd round 
after 5-0 win over Jordan 


“Fm not retiring completely 
from the game. It's not as if I’m 
going to go out and start collecting 
social security," the veteran said. 

“It's just that when I beat Seles 
or Graf in a final, I say Fm going 
to continue. But then the next 
week I lose in the second round 
of a tournament, and I think I'm 
definitely going to retire." 

With this victory she jumps up 
two places to number three in the 
WTA computer world rankings, 
nudging down Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario and Sabatini. 

Navratilova, playing in her 21st 
year of competition termis and 
19th as a professional, won her 
first tournament 20 years ago in 
Pilsen, Czechoslovakia, before 
world number one Monica Seles 
was even bom. 


By Ateen Bannayan match to Iran's Mansoor Bahraini 

Special to the Jordan Times and Mohammad Kbodai. 

„ . In the final singles match Sun- 

AMMAN — Iran Sunday com- day, attended by Her Majesty 
pieted a convincing 5-0 victory Q uee , n Noor# Sakih seai&1 

over Jordan in the Davis Cop his cotmtiy’s wm with the two-set 
Asia/Oceania Zone Group 2 fust match as everything seemed to be 
round tie when they won the going wrong for Jordan's second- 
reverse singles and qualified to ranked Abu Hamda, who had 
the second round in which they p| a yed well despite losing to 
will face China. Iran’s semi-professional Mansour 

It was again game- Bahrami 6-4, 6-3, 6-3 in the open- 

match for Iran as Mustafa Saleh j n g match Friday, 
overcame Imad Abu Hamda 64, Saleh made Abu Hamda run 

6 - 2 while earlier his young team- throughout the court and broke 
mate Mohammad Reza TavakoUi his opponent's serve in the third 
won his match against Ham A1 game w hfl e boldine his to lead 
Ali when Jordan’s No. 1 had to 3 .} 

pall out of the match because of Aba Hamda had two aces in 
an aggravated cramp which had the seventh game but bis power- 
caused fas loss in the angles ^ serves did not help as be 
match Friday . TavakoUi had won ^ 5 ^ the net and committed a 
the first set 6-3 and was leading series of unusual mistakes. He thus 
3-0 m the second set when the his serve and Saleh estab- 
match was halted. fished a commanding 5-2 lead. 

Jordan will now have to beat Abu Hamda then won the fW- 
Malaysia in the play-off i n Ap ril lowing game as Saleh double- 
to secure their place in Group 2. faulted and was thrice held at 
The Iranian team's arrival deuce. Abu Hamda also won the 
statement certainly came true, ninth game, but eventually lost 
“We are well-prepared. We came the first set 64. 
to win," team administrator Abu Hamda could only win die 
Abbas Golshani had told the third and fifth games of the 
Jordan Times. second set which Iran's Saleh won 

The Iranian team's prepared- 6-2 with precision shots and con- 
ness contrasted with the snags the centration. 

Jordanian team faced during the “Imad was not playing his 
three-day competition. usual game today. I am surprised 

Jordan’s Ali lost his singles at the way be played," Jordan’s 
match Friday alter he was leading head coach told the Jordan 

7- 6, 6-1. Iran's Mustafa Saleh Times. “Had he played the way 
then won the next three sets 6-2, he did against Bahrami Friday the 
6-2. 6-1 with Ali limping because result would have been very drffe- 
of a cramp throughout the final' rent. The Iranian player played 


three sets. 

Because of Ali’s condition the 
doubles match be was supposed 
to play with partner Abu Hamda 
was altered to include Fans A1 
Azzouni and Abu Ham da. Later 
on Laith and Fans A1 Azzouni 
played the doubles and were no 


very well though," he added. 

Iran's Saleh commented: “I did 
not play very well Friday. Today I 
had nothing to lose, because we 
had already secured the win." He 
added: “I think the Jordanian 
team could have played better. 
They must play better in the 


future.” 

Jordan's Abu Hamda said he 
felt bad he lost as he wanted to 
secure one win for Jordan. “Once 
1 was behind in the first set I fait it 
hard to get the proper rhythm. I 
felt confused. It's a shame be- 
cause I felt I could beat tins oppo- 
nent. I guess it was an unlucky 
day,” be said. 

The Kingdom's top-ranked Ali 
said his doctor had advised him 
not to play after Friday. “He left 
it up to me. Unfortunately, X 
could not move properly. My teg 
was sore ever since it cramped m 
Friday’s singles. I guess I 
shouldn’t have continued the 
match in that situation,'’ he said. 

Iran's team administrator said 
his team had looked forward to a 
closer tie. “Unfortunately there 
were some shortcomings for the 
Jordanian team due to lade of 
proper preparation and training. 
Maybe the whole team did not 
have enough time to have a sys- 
tematic training," be com- 
mented. “In today’s tennis you 
cannot hope to score good results 
without proper and sufficient 
training. It is also important to 
have at least ten good players of 
tire same level to substitute for 
one another.” 

Mr. Golshani added “this is a 
team event. You have to have a 
good team and nor one or two 
good players." 

The Iranian team’s administra- 
tor thanked the Jordan Tennis 
Federation and their efforts and 
arrangements to make the tie a 
successful one. “We look forward 
to our upcoming tie against Chi- 
na, and we wish the Jordanian 
team the best of luck against 
Malaysia. We hope Jordan null 
win and stay in the second group 
and hopefully we mil have the 
chance to play against each other 
again.” 


Jordan basketball 
title matches 
postponed again... 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN . — Determining the 
1992 first division basketball 
championship titleholder will re- 
quire some patience from the 
teams and basketball fans and 
will indefinitiy put on hold all 
future activities scheduled by the 
Jordan Basketball Federation 
(JBF). 

The reason for this is yet 
another postponement of the 
much-awaited new round of the 
Ahli-Orthodoxi clash, the first 
match of which was scheduled for 
Tuesday Feb. 9 after the JBF 
Thursday announced a 
titleholder-deciding best-of-3 
round in a bid to resolve the 
controversy which hit the first 
division championship. 

The latest postponement was 
announced Sunday after the 
secretary-general of the Ministry 
of Youth, Eid Al Fayez, met the 
JBF board to discuss the appeal 
presented by Al Ahli regarding 
their disputed second match 
against Al Ordiodoxi. 

The ministry’s spokesman Wa- 
qqas Al Tal told the press that the 


Tuesday match scheduled by the 
.JBF would be postponed until a 
fact-finding committee re- 
investigates the disputed match, 
and presents its recommenda- 
tions to the JBF. 

Al Ahli had won the final 
match of the first round 6865 on 
Dec. 30. The dispute concerns 
the final match of the second 
round on Jan. 26 which Al Ortho- 
dox! won 84-81 in overtime. 

Al Ahli presented a written 
objection to the JBF after the 
second match citing “obvious 
mismanagement of the match by 
the referees.” Al Ahli based their 
objection on the fact that two 
extra points were awarded to Al 
Ortbodoxi, which the court re- 
feree ruled out but were wrongly 
put on the sco resheet. According 
to Al Ahli, their players and 
officials approached the 
scoresheet referee to correct the 
mistake but were disregarded and 
told to “get on with the match.” 

Al Ahli stresses that the eli- 
mination of the two points at the 
moment of the mistake would 
have given them 75-73 win at the 
end of the second half of the 
match and hence the 1992 title. 


The JBF admitted wrongdoing 
on the part of the referees but 
held on to the result of the match 
citing Article *68 of the Interna- 
tional Basketball Federation 
rules which stipulate that a team' 
cannot object to mistakes after 
the match. The JBF based their 
derision on a recommendation by 
its Referees Committee which 
said that Al Ahli had not formally 
protested the two points during 
the match. 

The JBFs objection of Al 
Ahli’s protest and its acceptance 
of Al Orthodoxi as the winner of 
the disputed match warranted a 
third match as both teams tied 
with 27 points in the overall 
standings. Al Ahli however re- 
fused to play a deriding match 
and appealed to the Ministry of 
Youth. The JBF then announced 
the first postponement of the 
match on Jan. 29 and later 
announced a new ruling of the 
best-of-3 round. 

AH must now await the fact- 
finding committee’s recom- 
mendations to the JBF and hope 
the controversy ends as soon as 


YES. MA'AM ..I BROUGHT MY 
DOG TO SCHOOL TODAY.. WELL, 
SOMETIMES HE GETS LONELY... 


NO, MA'AM ..HE WON'T 
CREATE A DISTURBANCE.. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HHtSCH 
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A NECESSARY PRECAUTION 


Andy Capp 


. Bath vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
*8764 
UQ76 
0 10 6 G 2 

♦ J4 

.WEST EAST 

# Q J 9 *10 6 8 

7 10 7 A J 6 3 

4 0 A K J 9 8 3 9 Q 7 4 

* Q 10 7 *632 

SOUTH 

* AK2 
7K9S42 
0 Void 

* AK986 
The bidding: 

1 South Wert North East 

17 2 0 Pan 3 0 

4 * Pan 4 7 Pan 

Pan Pan 

Opening lead: King of 6 
The bridge dub bad proclaimed it 
The Year of the Bad Break. To 
Trump Coup Tommy, it was para- 
.dfee. As declarers around him were 
felting like flies, Tommy was bring- 
'ing home impossible contract after 
impossible contract. As our readers 
know, Tommy starred only when 
trumps broke badly- On normal 
bands he would find more ways to 
go down than any five other mem- 
bers of the dub. 


We really cant fault Tommy’s 
bidding on this hand, although he 
might have tried a takeout double at 
hia second tuna jnat in case partner 
wanted to convert to penalties. 
However, the final contract was 
quite reasonable. 

West led the king of diamonds, 
ruffed in the closed band. When cm a 
low trump lead West produced the 
ten. Tommy’s posture oozed confi- 
dence. The queen of hearts lost to 
the ace and back came the queen of 
diamonds. Instead of raffing, Tom- 
my di a carded the two of spades! 

The next diamond was ruffed, the 
ace and king of chibs were cashed 
and a dub was ruffed on the board. 
A trump was led from the tn hla and 
Tommy confidently finessed the 
nine. Then came the king of hearts, 
leaving Bast with the only trump in 
the game. 

Now Tommy led a good dub, and 
the beauty of not ruffing the second 
diamond became obvious. After 
ruffing East, exhausted of din- 
moods, had to concede defeat. His 
forced spade return provided Tom- 
my with the entry to cash the last 
dub, so declarer sailed borne with 
two spades, tour tramps, three ciube 
and a dub ruff 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY FEBRUARY 8, 1»3 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll FSghtar Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Pro- 

jests requiring special attention m«i» while bter coerannHWioo 
SeiSSteorWlcdworkis can be upsetting 
toacenicd arc facilitated by friend- uBRA: (September 23 to Odober 
ly aspects to a Virgo moon today. 22) Money and other practicalroat-; 
That special tool or appliance can ttrs should work out very Ra te; 
show op today. yon in the morning, but tonight be 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) * 

hwtanon SCORPIO: (October 23 » Ne» 
your mind and then you will find it ber 21) Handling 
s advisable to tackle long time tioos can be expc&tioasiy oooe 
obligations. early in the day while bter yon find 

yon are thwarted in gabung a pcrawul 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Pro- 
jects requiring special attention 
where intricate or detailed work is 
concerned arc facilitated by friend- 
ly aspects to a Virgo moon today. 
That special tool or appliance can 
show up today. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Until noon complete whatever of a 
worldly nature that has been on 
your mind ami then you will find it 
s advisable to tackle long time 
obligations. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Be 
alert to some improvements in 
your methods of operation after 
winch you find it necessary to use 
tact and dipfomacywirh a dosed 
minded person. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Get 
into what attachment desires of 
you and quickly do it during the 
morning while later steer dear of 
tasks that are tiresome and boring. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A hardheaded business 
person can be best for you in 
solving all problems early in the 
day ana tomgbt sidestep some ex- 
travagant pressure. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Much 
of value follows quick action on 
your part in tackling your various 
routine activities wuk later sides- 
tep some pending argument at 
home. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Maks whatever app oi ntments 
and engagements you wish in the 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to. 
December 21) Your morning cau 
be well spent in doing whatever 
will improve your practical affairs 
whOe later a secret worry can keep 
you from constructive activities. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You are abl e to do 
what you want to bring to yourself 
the ftims which mean most to you 
personally early, later avoid a time 
consuming acquaintance. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Private discussions with 
those in the know show you a 
better pathway for the future white 
tonight avoid a demanding person . 
in authority. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A purposeful longtime suppor- 
ter can give you the right means by. 
which to gain longings so listen 
carefully, follow; later avoid a 
newcomer. 


THE BETTER HALF, 

1 HARRIET 


By Harris 



“Thanks for the back rub, hon. 
It really loosened me up.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD OAK 
• by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these fair Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




KOSTE 


TIMLEG 


GANTEM 


Print answer hem: 


HOW THE PAWN - 
BROKER FELT ALL 
BY HIMSELF. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
farm the surprise answer, es sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; FANCY PRUNE ATTACH HELIUM 
Answer What the fashion plate had when he got his 
later's bB— A REAL FIT 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Betty Jorgensen 


ACROSS 
1 watering place 
4 Monastery 
9 Passing grade 
T2 Temporary 
housing 

14 French river 

15 Dressed 

16 itatian noble 
tansy 

17 Literary 
l u m inar i es 

18 Difficult 

IS Stiff coter ' 

20 Question to 
Brutus 

21 Joyful 

22 Sflkdoth 

24 Become alert 
26 Greek tetter 
28 Followed 
32 False 
35 1 n p p t 

37 ''Thin Man" star 

38 On a — (lucky) 

39 Secretes 

40 Close 

41 Concept prerf- 

42 Irish Gaelic 

43 Confuse 

44 Oklahoman 
46 Pros' toes 
48B2bficaUdng 

50 Urges to action 
54 Flower pert 

57 Mideast gulf 

59 — Bator 

60 a song 

51 ?tan of myth 

62 Sound of awf 

63 Sad word . 

64 S*y ones . 

65 Graf — 


HI 

HI 

HI 

HI 


huhhh 

■ HBH 

■ HIM 

aim 


ailHB HBHHHH 
1BJBJB HBBB 
HBBB 

I HHH 

I HBS 




67 Photographer 
Adame 

68 Goof 
DOWN 

1 Prec i p ito us .. 

2 Basti-bassd ■ 
mice 

3 Composer 
Bruckner 

4 in the arms of 
Morpheus 


5 Angler's need 
western gear 

7 Boredom 

8 Pra'wort • 

9 Applaud 

10 Wyatt — 

11 Whirlpool 
13 Western wear 
15 Western wear 
21 Savage one 
23. Overhead, trains 
25 Afternoon 

socials 

27 Crowning glory 
29 Not new 

aoLumabtr. 

31 Take a chance 

32 RaJnbcw 

33 Extinct bird - 

34 Margarine 

38 Espied 

39 Frau's Mow * 

43QoeI 

45 Conger 51 Run off 

47 Christmas 52 In die future 

sparkle 63 Curl the Bp 

49 Of a cereal grain 54 -Thailand, once 


Yesterday's Ponte Sphrad: 


nnnuD noonn nnin 
nnnnn nnn 
rthooH flfiiiiRn ni3o 
nnRnnn 

nrrHBS0 nnRRn| 3nRn 

nriniRnn nnnn 

nnn ncinno nnnnn 
ggnrim nnn nnnnn 

Rnn Rrin[? nf:i H n non 
r RnnR Rnnnnn 

PQfJRnn [onn Rnran 
503 rioBfbn nnnnn 
ntifiRcr Hnnrin 
innn nnnan nrinnn 


§S Seat tate 

61 Turkish me 
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JUNBCJhH rZHAKCIU. MRRKBT 


, — 660130 / 663170. 

OftCMnXD KWHOf SHAKE MUCS LIST FOR SCHtUUr 


07/02/1993 



COHPWT'E MHE 


MUS.8JUK 

J0BDM UTI0UL HJUK 

BMX OF JOMMUr 

IHDV9TKUU. BnUMR Mm' 

TUS BOOS UK HUT 

J0HBM KUWAIT BUR 

MUtB JOfeBM DWESTHBWT BMW 

TlTf*"* 1 * wmi"* BUR 

oxen bmk -for sfivrac t i roaiim r 

ny;rf ipff«rH mk 

BBZ slum. SAvinstiBVKsnaarr hr hocsimc 

wpgui BMW FOR IBVBSZKBRT 

MSMB BA8U8C CORPORATIOR/JOROMI 

H2S0LX BAST nUHHJK3 

flHITBD &WVRMKS* 

linH** 1 - neouiiKw 

JOfflM PUZMCU IRSORAWCt 

ARAB bin 6 ACCIDENT X8SUMNCS 

JORDMI m nj 

ME mnoMAL ABUA UUIBim ' 


am Bttmna Eutaaienrt 

amb mnononL hotels 

JOMM mnOBL BHIPP1MO USES 
83X10981. rOBTTOLIO SEOBITZZS 
REAL 8SZSX8 IHVESTHEMT 

job m eau t bbkl EszaxE zavEsmunr 

RSXBA tRRm«W 6 BQDUUBBTS LEAS OKS* 
jagBW nmnurani trading outer 
jobdamJVess rouAnanon / alba'I 
betted hhult east g couiopohs hotels 
jermqbbf curst. ptmuftL MAMmjcxmzwi 
m JUKOAB UBR FACTORIES 
jmuMB fbssfhuze hzus 
MM PEtMLBH BKFXHBRT 
josbm nnK 


TUB UBWETETM. RnWMAHI XAL 6 1SUCDUIIML 

urns FtMmccDTxau. mmncTttuMB- 


JOMHM 0AXBT 


SEE PUBLIC KHDB . 


gramme t mums 
MTU IKDOSTIUU 

jonfe* glass isbb 

mm *L DMA DSVELOnORT A IIIU'IMRI 

abas mnsmaR t iukhatiomal trade 

ABAB ILMUIDI TRDUSTXZ 

uvestooe e pool Tier 

C f»»» T - nvBSTHBRT 

JOttM MEDICAL CORPORATION 

EHTOSAL m WI STRXEB 

iBiniipim ii' hi mu i inm 1 1 m isdostiusb 
M tmiUL CBBBICAL XMWS 7 KIEB 


TRADING 

VQU8IE 

JD 

F8EV. 

CLOSING 

raxes 

nuts 

CLOSXJC . 
■raxes - 

84,036 

US-350 

135-500 

136-000 

10,968 

5.130 

5.100 

5.100 

5,290 

23.000 

23.000 

2J-0aa- 

.4.606 

. 3.760 

3.750 

3.740 

9,380 

4.180 

4.160 

4.160 

8,503 

2.510 

2.500 

2.500 

24,600 

. -4.850 

4.850 

4:o«o 

60,302 

4.750 

4.750 

- 4.750 

2,2«7 

4.360 

4. ISO 

4.150 

£7,600 

3.380' 

3.450 

3.450 

ssa 

. 5.550 

5.500 

5.580 

.24,191 

1.840 

1.840 

1.840 

2,426 

-3-950 

3.840 

3.830 

1.725 

3.360 

3.4SO 

3-480 

2,000 

3.850 

4.000 

- 4.000 

X, 760 

3.350 

3.520 

3.520 . 

39,266 

3.960 

3.950 

3.940 

23,105 

3.300 

3'. 300 

3.300 

4,200 

3.200 

3.360 

3.360 

17,150 

3.310 

3.430 

3.430 

67.050 

1.780 

1.770 

1.790 

.3.045 

X.140 

1.130 

1.120 

6.900 

6.750 

■ S..750 

5.750 

B.400 

2.680 

2.T20 

. 2.680 

8,860 

4.780 

4.770 

4.760 

253.647 

1.750 

1.750 

1.830 

20,070 

0.890 

0.890 

0.690 

3,340 

1.269 

- 1.240 

2.240 

12,843 

I -*» 

1.520 

. i:550 

2,875 

XX. 750 

11.500 

U.500 

34,507 

2.400 

2.400 

2.420 

XT, 390 

2-7S0 

2.700 

3.620 

377,752 

1.970 

2.000 

2.020 ' 

31,933 

4.000 

4.840' 

4.810 

63,726 

9.500 

9.400 

a 9.500 

. 3,785 

7.500 

7.500 

7.600 

27,843 . 

2.960 


3.020 

74,450 

■6.260 

6.2SO 

6.210. 

18,208 

. 7.170 

7.150 

7.130 

23.560 

6.170 

6.200 

6.200 

■ 7,645 

2.580 

2.570 

2.600 

82,373 

4.030 

4.010 

4.000 


3.350 

3.400 

3.400 

■ottzi 


24.050 - 

.24.000 

. 7,255 

3.390 

3.380- 

3.370 

5,775 

3.880 

3.850 

3.BSO 

4,108 

D.aoo 

0.790 

0.790 

105,665 

11.960 

12.100 ■ 

11.043) 

190,022 

3.580 

3.650 

3.620 ; 

214,157 


13.850 

14.000 .. 

5,320 

' 1.130 

l.llO 

>.U0 

2,480 

2-.360 

3. «B0 

2.400 

X, 420 

0.730 

0.710 

0.710 

20,095 

1.100 

1.100 

1.090 1 

76,679 

4.240 

4.270 . 

4.180 

42,395 

34.600 

34-500 

14.400 ' 


MmSAL CABLE £ WIRE HABOFACTDBIK 


MAS CENTER RM KlUH. A CHEMICALS 
J0CSAM HMFUT CO. FOR ACH2. 6 POOD 
onVERBAL HOD ESN ZJOAlSTRXBS 


15.1SB 
387,953 . 
1,380. 
32,090 
30,990 
237,762 


0.650 

9.430 

4.790 

4.430 
2.060 
5.650 


0.660 

9.400 
4.760 

4.400 
a.oao 
5.640 


0.650 
9.340 
4.760 
4.400 
3. OH 
5.690 


6 A A * # 


3,079, 384 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(February 1 — February 5, 1993) 


AMMAN — Market onus shifted decisively in favour of the 
U.S. unit daring last week as the dollar rallied throughout, 
ending the week three per cent higher against the mark, 2.9 per 
cent higher against sterling, but little c hang ed against- the yen. 
While the much-awaited for interest rate cuts in Germany on 
Thursday, bad a significant impact, the dollar was also bouyd by 
increasing evidence of U.S. economic improvement, which, 
contrasted with the signs of fettering economic performance hi 
Germany. 

After rebounding to 1.6113 marks at the .end of the previous 
week; the dollar jumped agam Monday closing in New York at 
1:6350 marks. It then maintained an i m p res s i ve up-trend during 
the next two days, breaching farther tec hn ical levels. 

Reports said that the announcement of a devaluation in the 
Irish punt within' the ERM, during "the previous weekend, 
resurged market concerns over the European Monetary System. 
But unlike previous time, the dollar was the main beneficiary, 
rather than the mark, as market senhnent had turned in favour 
of the U.S. currency. 

On the one hand, technical mdkatora were in favour of the 
dollar after it successfully breached the significant 1.60 mark 
barrier at the end of die previous week. But even more 
important, a string of U.S. economic reports were re leased with 
results far better than market expectations, which confirmed 
that" the pace of economic, recovery in the U.S. was picking up 
fester than had previously been expected, thus ill uminatin g; any / 
remaining possibility of an interest rate cut by the Fed. 

In contrast, German economic statistics indicated that die 
German economy was plunging into a recession. 

The Bundesbank surprised most market participants per cent 
Thursday by announcing a cut in the German discount rate by 
0.25 per cent to eight per cent, and a 0 JO per cent cut in the, 
internationally important. Lombard rate to nine per cent. 
Reserve" requirements were also eased. - 

Analysts commented that die German central bank must have 
been pressured to take this step, finally, despite high inflation, 
because of concern over mounting fears that the ERM might.be 
on the verge of falling apart, particularly after the plunge in the 
■ Danish krone against the mark on Wednesday, as well as 
concern over German economic performance. .... 

The dollar thus rallied Thursday, and again Friday helped by 
the release of another positive U.S. employment report for 
January. 


Naw York Closing 
U5. Dollar 


Bams for Ma 


das 


Finnish economic 
contraction exceeds 
depression of 1930s 


Carney 

29/J/93 
Close ' 

5/2/9 3 
Onse 

• Percent 
Change 


1.4t70 

7.4445 

i 2.86}% 

Deatscte Mark. 

1.6113 

1.6603 

12.9511 

Swiss Franc 

1.44S& 

1.5325 

■ rZ.90J1 

French Franc 

5.4545 

5.6125 

HSfRVIl 

Japanese Yen 

124.65 - 

7 24.40 

mull 

“ usd Per sn; 

fnmsal iibuBk of Jordan ffirt kwyi Bmto BoKncta 

Onto! 7/Z/9 3 

Currency - 

Bid 

Offer 

Uj. Dollar 

0.6m 

. 0.6940 

Sterling Pound 

0 . 9997 

. 7.0047 

Deutsche Mark 

0.416* 

HBESHIH 

Swiss Erase 

0.4512 . 

0:4535 

French Franc .. 


■RSHII 

Japanese Yen* 

0 . 555 s 

0.5583 | 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3732 

0.372/ 

Swedish Krona 

0.0928 

sal 

Italian lira 0 

' -0.045/ 

■JlUhBlII 

Brighu Franc 

0.02020 

0.07030 

‘nnn | 


HELSINKI (R) — Finland's eco- 
nomy, hurt by the breakup of the 
former Soviet Union, has shrunk 
more in the last two years than it 
"did during the Great Depression 
of the 193&, officials have said. 

Official preliminary figures 
showed gross domestic product 
(GDP) fell 3.5 per cent in 1992 
after tumbling 6.4 per "cent in 
1991, the Central Statistical 
Office said. 

Economists say the collapse of 
trade with the former Soviet Un- 
ion, the bunting of a 1980s boom 
and oversupply in' the world fore- 
stry industry all contributed to 
the shrinking of Finland's eco- 
nomy. 

Heikki Salmi, acting chief of 
the statistical office, said the 10 
per. contraction in the past two 
years was an even worse perform- 
ance than 'during the Great De- 
pression when fee GDP decline 
over the three years 1930-32 was 
slightly less than five per cent. 

“Estimated only in the cold 
light of statistical ■ figures, the 
economy's recession seems to be 
even deeper and longer than the 
recession of the 1930s," he said in 
a prepared speech. 

Looking to 1993. Mr. Salmi 
said: “A negative GDP develop- 
ment for the third year in a row is 
probably not ruled out." 

In 1992 Finland suffered a six 
per cent drop in domestic de- 
mand as investment fell 15 per 
cent and consumer spending was 


off by four per cent. 

On the production side only 
exports and Finland's important 
forest sector -showed any 
growth," the statistical office said 
in a statement. 

Falls were heaviest in finance, 
construction, agriculture, sales, 
catering and hotel services. 

National income contracted by 
4.5 per cent nominally, while 
total wages fell six per cent owing 
to high unemployment. 

Mr. Salmi said Finland, which 
last week began talks on joining' 
die European Community with 
target entry date 1995, was now 
at an economic watershed. 

“This year's economic develop- 
ment is clearly at a divide.” he 
told a news conference. 

The official said there were 
some positive signals m fee eco- 
nomy which could lead to im- 
provements in employment, in- 
vestment and consumption. 

Among these positive factors, 
Mr.. Salmi pointed to the fell in 
price and cost levels, improved 
corporate cost efficiency, signifi- 
cant gains in the competitiveness 
of domestic production and die 
economy’s better external ba- 
lance. 

But among negative indicators, 
he saw high indebtedness of the 
public, corporate and private 
household sectors, weak domes- 
tic demand, fee narrow structure 
of fee export industry and high 
enemptoyment. 


Sublime from Jean Patou 

Intuitively capturing the essence and spirit of the times in his 
own inimitable fashion, Jean Patou introduces something 
more than a new perfume — it's a whole new way of saying 
“woman”. In a world, SUBLIME. 

A maestro of fragrance, Jean Patou presents an offering 
— a gift to discover and to love... SUBLIME. A women, a 
perfume, the spirit of today and the spirit of tomorrow. 

inspired idea into a semi-amber, 
floral fragrance. 

Sublime... the secrets notes 


AMMAN — Abu.Shakrah Trad- 
ing Agency Sunday held a press 
conference during which Mr. 
Raed Abu Shhkrah, the agency's 
managing director, introduced a 
new sceht: Sublime from Jean 
Patou. 

Jean Patou's regional export 
Area Manager Thierry Camus 
addressed foe conference held at 
die Amman Marriott Hotel, oat- 
lining Jean Patou’s development 
and its various products since 
1919 until the present time. 

S ublime 

The generis of an 
extraordinary concept 

In the beginning was the idea. 
An idea for a fragrance immate- 
rial and intangible. An abstrac- 
tion of flowers, softly, slowly 
blossoming in the mind of Jean 
Patou. 

Snbfime... the fragrance 

Expression had to be given to 
the soul of this woman: An 
accord faithful to the spirit of the 
fragrances created by Jean 
Patou. An exacting task for Jean 
Kerteo, perfume creator for the 
House of Jean Patou. ■ 

Jean Kerido combined unique 
proportions of the most ex- 
quisite flowers, precious woods 
and nature's noblest raw mate- 
rials. A secret composition given 
to Jean Patou, transforming his 


In structuring the radiant 
heart of the fragrance — its 
accord, its personality. — Jean 
Kerteo used flowers exclusively. 
Rose, jasmine, lily of the valley 
and orange blossom compose a 
rare symphony intensified with 
warm, deep and muted notes of 
vetrver, sandalwood and oak- 
moss. 

He made the heart -seductive 
and captivating, with the addi- 
tion of light, sparkling notes — 
the fresh scents of orange, man- 
darin and.ylang yiang from the 
Comoro Islands. He achieved a 
fragrance of magical substance. 
The perfect expression . of 
woman called Sublime. 

Snbfime... the bottle 

Clear, generously curved, 
rounded forms — like a perfect 
fruit, like a perfect flower — 
closely fitting the hand of the 
woman who inspired it. A gold 
stopper, like a bud just begin- 
ning to open, a bud expressing 
the promise of eternal flowering 
and a multi-faceted paradise. 
Sublime de Jean Patou engraved 
in gold letters counterpoints the 
rich amber colour of the per- 
fume and the transparence of the 


Egypt offers stock market 
shares in state-owned firm 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt is floating 
shares in a state-owned firm on 
the stock market as part of long- 
awaited moves to whittle down 
public ownership and control of 
the economy, officials wirf Sun- 
day. 

Taber Bishr Moustafa, chair- 
man of the State Holding Com- 
pany for -Chemical Industries, 
said fee Misr Chemicals Com- 
pany would raise 50 million Egyp- 
tian pounds (£15 million) by 
offering five million new shares 
on the stock market later this 
week. 

The offer, the first of its kind in 
Egypt, is part of long-awaited 
restructuring of Egypt’s nearly 
300 public sector firms leading to 
privatisation of many of them. 

Egypt's state-owned Banque 
Misr will underwrite the issue and 


offer loans to potential sharehol- 
ders, including the firm's 4,000 
employees, Banque Misr Chair- 
man Mohammad Ali Hafez said. 

“We will continue an advertis- 
ing campaign in the newspapers 
aim expect the sale to start by the 
end of this week,” Mr. Moustafa 
said, adding that the last obstacle 
was removed when Egypt's 
Capital Markets Authority 
approved the offer a week ago. 

He said the sale would last 
about two weeks. 

Egypt, under pressure from 
Western donors to speed up pub- 
lic sector reforms, has said in the 
last two months it will sell off 
minority government stakes in 
joint ventures. It will also prepare 
about 25 firms for privatisation 
without actually selling them. 

But donors, and the Interna- 


tional Monetary Fund and World 
Bank who negotiated the reform > 
package, are unhappy at what 
they see as fringe tinkering and 
unnecessary delays. 

A senior official said the 
reshuffling of a system of bolding 
companies Egypt set up to over- 
see the reforms went back to the 
(hawing board last week after the 
World Bank expressed reserva- 
tions over a first set of proposals. 

Misr Chemicals Company re- 
corded sales of about 150 million 
pounds with profits of about 31 
million pounds. 

The Alexandria factory mainly 
manufactures caustic soda and 
sodium carbonates for local mar- 
kets from salts collected from 
nearby lakes. 

Germany has contributed near- 
ly S100 million in grants and 
concessional finance to help the 


firm clean dangerous mercury de- 
posits off factory equipment and 
switch to modern methods of 
producing chemicals, he said. 

Mr. Hafez said the shares 
would be issued at a nominal 
price of four pounds with a six 
pound premium. Existing capita! 
stood at 41 million pounds issued 
in 10.4 million shares but the 
current market value of existing 
shares was about 17 pounds, he 
said. 

Mr. Moustafa said that to 
smooth the way to further re- 
forms he had asked central gov- 
ernment to hand over (he shares 
of 27 affiliates to the chemical 
holding company which acts as 
their shareholder. 

He said the company planned 
to sell off all four minority stakes 
it held in joint ventures in the 
coming months. 


Gold trade glitters in Dubai 


DUBAI (R) — A bank wants two 
tonnes of gold. It arrives the same 
day in a truck without protection. 

Traders say Dubai is one of the 
few places in the world where this 
can happen. 

The bustling Gulf emirate is 
quickly becoming one of the top 
world centres for gold trading 
and it is now ranked fifth. 

The lack of customs duties and 
a free trade policy make it an 
attractive market for bullion trad- 
ing and the import, export and 
re-export of gold jewellery. 

“Dubai is very liberal there is 
no tax on gold bullion, cost of 
labour is very low, insurance cost 
is minimal and. income lax is a 
joke compared to Europe,” said 
Andre Bisang, regional director 
of the Geneva-based World Gold 
Council. 

“There is an important stock of 
gold.... if one bank needs one 
and a half tonnes of gold by 
tomorrow morning it will get it 
tomorrow morning, this is amaz- 
ing,” he said. 

“Also, this place is so safe that 
tonnes of gold are transported in 
trucks without any protection,” 
be added. 

Not just gold bullion makes 
Dubai attractive to traders. 

Its gold market b a dear sign of 
a thriving trade. 

Dozens of shops, their win- 
dows glittering with .bracelets, 
necklaces and rings, line the sides 


of the souk. Some shops even 
offer gold telephones, toys and 
wonybeads. 

At any time of the day or 
evening the pedestrian street is 
packed with people. Tourists' 
murmurs of “look at that” and 
“this is amazing” mingle with 
Arabic and Indian music from the 
shops. 

Shop doors in the gold souk 
stay open throughout the day 
with no security cameras or elec- 
tronic locks. 

Some of the jewellery, is de- 
signed and manufactured locafly 
and the rest is imported from 
India, Bahrein, Syria, Turkey 
and Italy, which traders say 
means all tastes are catered for. 

The bulk of the gold bullion is 
imported from Switzerland and 

England. 

Jewellery is sold by weight with 
a very small mark-up for design 
and manufacture. 

With a little bargaining, the 
price of a ring manufactured 
locally to a Carrier design went 
down in one shop from $125 to 
$75, which traders say is ooe third 
the price of siich a ring in any 
Western city. 

According to official figures, 
one gramme of gold (0.035 
ounces) sells for around 42 
dirhams ($11). 

It is at the gold market that a 
lot of the trade takes place, but it 


is not easy to get people talking 
about the gold smuggled from the 
Gulf into India nd rest of the 
subcontinent. 

“I can say the Indians are the 
best customers. We don't rely on 
selling a ring or necklace. We 
count on people who buy big 
amounts to take home,” said one 
trader who refused to be named. 

“You want to call it smuggling, 
that’s your business. For us it is 
business. We sell to whoever 
wants to buy,” he added. 

Mr. Bisang said Indian expatri- 
ates were still exporting gold 
from Dubai and other countries 
through unofficial channels 
although the government in 
March allowed them to bring in 
gold. 

“When it leaves here it does so 
in a legal way, but getting it to 
India is another story. Some peo- 
ple hide it, others smuggle it 
through ports and through con- 
tacts that they established over 
* the years,” another trader said. 

Abdullah A1 Rifei, coordinator 
of die Dubai Municipality Cen- 
tral Laboratory, said the govern- 
ment monitored the quality of the 
gold which b always traded legal- 
ly- 

“The gold here b found in a 
free market. We don’t keep tabs 
on who buys what or where they 
take it... what we have here is 
export and import,” be said. 

“Most of onr work is supervi- 


sion. protecting the reputation of 
the local market and protecting 
the consumer, and the most im- 
portant part is curbing, any 
fraud.” he pointed out. 

“We don't monitor pricing be- 
cause we have a free market and 
we leave space for market .com- 
petition, and because of this com- 
petition the prices don’t go up 
very high and we have some .of 
the cheapest prices in the world,” 
he added. 

Mr. Bisang expects the local 
gold trade to hit a record high this 
year with an increase of 60 per 
cent m the volume of imports and 
exports. 

Traders said 210 tonnes of gold 
billion were shipped to Dubai 
between January and September 
1992. more than double the 
amount in the same period the 
previous year. 

There are 184 licensed work- 
shops and 359 jewellery shops in 
Dubai and traders expect the 
number to increase. 

"Tlie economic situation in the 
Gulf has recovered from the Gulf 
crisis, fee expatriate community 
is back and with the low gold 
price the market is doing very 
well ” he said. 

“I think we will go into a time 
when more countries wiQ open 
the door because they win realise 
that dosing the door to gold is 
'impossible,” be said. 


Report: China’s economy underestimated 


BEIJING (R) — The size of 
China's economy is grossly 
underestimated by official statis- 
tics, according to a report, raising 
questions about bow the world 
should view the country of 1.1 
billion people. 

“The official data seriously 
underestimate China’s GDP 
(gross; domestic product) by a 
factor of three,” said the report, 
published by the East Asia 
Analytical Unit of Australia's 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade. 

The study examined the kinds 
of foods people in China and the 
economically more advanced 
Chinese communities of Hong 
Kong, Singapore and Taiwan ate 


at various stages of development. 

The authors found this “cannot 
be understood in context of 
established international and 
Chinese perceptions of China’s 
living standards,” said the report, 
made available by the Australian 
Embassy , in Beijing. 

“The evidence was overwhelm- 
ing that China’s per capita 
GDP... was substantially higher 
than reported in the standard 
statistical sources,” it pointed, 
out. • 

Officially the siz e of China's 
economy « some $370 per per- 
son, dose " to the bottom off the 
world list, far behind other Asian 
countries kke the Phifippines and 
Thailand and about the same as 
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Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


Kevin Costner and Whitney Houston 

BODYGUARD 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15, 6:00, 8:30. 10:30 
Free Car Parking 


Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 634144 


Robert De Niro & Nick Nolle 
in 


Shows: 12:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 
Special show for children on Th. & Fri 
at 11:00 a.m. 



Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


Starring: Michael Douglas 
and 

Shard Stone 


Shows: 1230, 3:30, 630, 8:30, 1030 p.m. „ 





Tel.: 675571 


NabO Al Mashini Theatre 


NabD Al Mashini Theatre 

Tuesday' January 5th marks the opening of 
. the new theatre season presenting: 

Pandemonium (Ta’a wa Qaimeh) 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Tickets office open all day 


Flabil & Hisham's 

AH LAN THEATRE 


Tel.: 625155 


presents 


‘-Welcome New World Order — 93” 

a political comedy review 
Daily, except for Saturdays & Sundays at 839 pjn. 




Matinee on Thursdays at 4:38 pjn. 
Box office open daily 


llNfa 

Wh9e the study, by former 
Australian ambassador to China 
Ross G araa ut and economist Ma 
Guonan, concentrated on China's 
grai n production ainid consump- 
tion, analysts said it raised crucial 
questions about how the world 
shook! treat China. 

“The hnpticatioo of the report 
is that China is less deserving 
than other Third World countries 
for soft loans, concessional 
financing and the other kinds of 
'easy way outs* that the Chinese 
government prefers to keep its 
economy booming,” said a West- 
ern diplomat. 

“China’s self image is very 
much as a developing country, 
part of the Third World, but if its 
economy is really as healthy as 
some think, ft might not get much 
of the fimfted pool of aid funds 


available,” the diplomat added. 

The Economist magazine re- 
cently argued that no matter what 
the official statistics say, China is 
already the world's third or 
fourth largest economy. 

If the Australian report is cor- 
rect and the official figures are 
understated by a factor of three, 
then China has already reached 
senior leader Deng Xiaoping's 
goal of raising the per capita soe 
of fee economy to between $800 
and $1,000 by the year 2000. 

Most Chinese officials no lon- 
ger quote the specific targets 
Deng set out when he began his 
economic reform programme in 
fee early 1980s. 

Now the official line is that 
China wants everyone to have 
“Xiaokang.” a vague term mean- 
ing something like “little prosper- 
ity.” 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, living room, guest room, dining room, 2 
bathrooms, kitchen, veranda. 1st floor, one neighbour. 
Abdoun, Orthodox Club St. 

Please call 813108, Amman 


QgTHE AMERICAN WOMEN OF AMMAf ^ 
§£> will hold their February aonthly general meeting qfe 
on February 8th at the Harriott Hotel Qfe 

€§§i frou 4-6 p.B. 



FOR RENT 


EUROPEAN FURMSHED W.LA LOCATED IN A QUIET NEIGHBORHOOD IN JABAL 
AMMAN ZAHRAN AREA 4th CIRCLE OPPOSITE JORDAN NEWS AGENCY (PETRA) 
MITHKAL AL FAYIS STREET VILLA NO. S$ 

1 3 BEDROOMS, 2 BATHROOMS, 1 LIVING A DINING ROOM, FULLY EQUIPPED 
xlTCHEH LARGE ENTRANCE, WASHING ROOM, BEAUTIFUL GARDEN, COVER 
GARAGE, STORE ROOM, TELEPHONE AND CENTRAL HEATING . 

INTERESTED PARTY PL5 CONTACT TEL 651972 FOR APPOINTMENT. 




FURNISHED 


One bedroom, sitting and dining room, kitchen and 
bathFoom with centra! heating, washing machine, 
colour T V., separate telephone and private entrance. 
Location: Shmeisani near Aramex. 

For further information, please call 
tel. 680131 








































• •• - to :■£ • 



World News 


JORDAN TIMES. MONDAY, 



Clashes continue in Croatia; 
j Bosnia relief flights suspended 


“ BELGRADE (R) — Croatian 
__ and rebel Serb forces exchanged 
• " rocket and shell fire along the 
) Adriatic coastal hinterland Sun- 
il day and fighting flared in several 
r areas of Bosnia as international 
fc peace efforts faltered. 

' i Sirens sounded the alert at 
| dawn in the ports of Zadar and 
( Biograd, only a few Hanetres' 
' f away from a new “blue line” war 
from established after Croatian 
‘ ’• i forces launched their Jan. 22 
' * \ offensive to regain areas of the 
(Serb-held Krajina enclave. 

< Relief flights from the Croatian 
‘ * capital of Zagreb to the Serb- 

■ - besieged Bosnian capital of 
1 Sarajevo were suspended for at 
1 least a day after a German plane 

■ ' was bit by anti-aircraft fire over 

• northern Croatia Saturday and a 
i crewman injured. 

‘ ‘ i Foreign airlines also halted 

* • their flights to Zagreb Sunday for 
I security reasons. 

U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
i ros Ghali condemned Saturday's 
i attack on the relief plane, saying 

• it “further jeopardised the inter- 
i national community's efforts to 

• bring an end to the conflict." 
i Seventeen other UNHCR flights 

•'•■made the trip to and from 
*' i Sarajevo without incident. 

UNHCR officials in Sarajevo 
i said it was up to their head office 
in Geneva to decide when the 
'J ■. flights would resume and whether 
- * they should be re-routed or based 
‘’' somewhere other than Zagreb. 
'■' “It’s quite dear this route is 
risky," one official said. 

Rebel Serbs have rejected a 

• call for talks to end die Krajina 
fighting and said they will not talk 
peace until Croatian troops meet 
U.N. demands to withdraw from 

i .‘ . areas they have seized since Jan. 

22 . 


Residents said the shelling 
around Zadar and Biograd died 
down during the day but few 
people were on the streets. 

Croatian radio reported at least 
seven rocket attacks on Croatian 
villages inland from Zadar and 
said a Serb tank was destroyed by 
counter-fire. A heavy barrage 
was heard near Biograd as Croa- 
tian forces appeared to be firing 
at Serb-held ' areas with multiple 
rocket launchers. 

The radio said Serb gunners 
shelled the Adriatic town of Sibe- 
nik Saturday for the first time in 
seven months, an ominous sign 
that fighting in Croatia could be 
spreading. No casualties were re- 
ported. 

The radio also reported steady 
Serb mortar and small arms fire 
in Krnpalj, Pridraga, Islam 
Latinski and Dracevac. 

In Bosnia, intensive fighting 
was reported along the eastern 
border with Serbia between pro- 
government Muslim forces and 
Bosnian Serb militias. 

Rival Serbs and Muslims in 
Bosnia have rebuffed a peace 
plan by U.N. and European 
Community mediators wbich 
would divide the republic into 10 
provinces, largely on ethnic lines. 

Radio stations said there had 
been infantry and tank clashes 
and heavy shelling in northern 
areas along a land corridor from 
Serbia which is the main supply 
route to Serb-held areas of Bos- 
nia and Croatia. 

In central Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
skirmishes were reported be- 
tween once-allied Croatian and 
Muslim troops fighting for con- 
trol of communally-mixed areas. 

Sarajevo, where 380,000 peo- 
ple have been trapped since the 
war began last April, was gener- 


ally quiet except for some ex- 
changes of cannon fire. 

In New York, international 
mediators portrayed this 
weekend as the last chance for 
Bosnia’s Serbs and Muslims to 


sign up to peace package before 
the U.N. Security Council is 


asked to impose a solution. 

But Bosnian President Alija 
Izetbegovic said in Sarajevo that 
the plan legitimised the brutal 
practice of “ethnic deansing” — 
violent and wholesale communal 
expulsion — by rebel serbs. 

“The plan in its present form, 
we shall not sign. It must be 
corrected," he told reporters. 

Mediators Cyrus Vance and 
Lord Owen have struggled since 
September to end the conflict 
among Bosnia's Serbs, Croats 
and Muslims which has killed 
more than 16,000 people and 
forced two million from their 
homes. 

The Serbs in Croatia rose up 
after the republic declared inde- 
pendence from Yugoslavia in 
June 1991. Most fighting stopped 
in January last year under a 
U.N.-mediated truce. Bosnia's 
minority Serbs revolted after die 
republic declared independence 
last March. 

The Security Council, meeting 
in closed consultations Monday 
for the first time since Mr. Vance 
and Lord Owen tran sferred the 
peace talks from Geneva to New 
York, is nearly as (fivided as die 
Bosnians. No action is expected 
until after the United States re- 
veals its full position. 

“We’re going to try and put 
together a package. Sometime 
the middle of next week, look for 
something,*' U.S. Defence 
Secretary Les Aspin said en route 
to Munich where he went to meet 


British, French and German 
military leaders on President B31 
Clinton's initial proposals for en- 
ding die war. 

Britain. France, Russia and 
China support the Vance-Owen 
peace plan but other Security 
Council stales have reservations, 
including Islamic council mem- 
bers, Pakistan, Morocco and 
Djibouti. 

In the weekend tails at die 




United Nations involving Bos- 
Hms, Serbs and Croats, 


ilia's Muslims, 
meeting separately with Mr. 
Vance and Lord Owen, no prog- 
ress was discernible. 

“The odds of (the talks) suc- 
ceeding went down somewhat as 
a result of their discussions," said 
U.N. spokesman Fred Eckhard. 

At the heart of the peace plan 
is a contentious map dividing the 
country into 10 semi-autonomous 
provinces — three dominated by 
Serbs, three by Muslims, two by 
Croats and two expected to have 
a tri-partite local government. 

Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic brought a new map into 
the meeting which would cut the 
country farther along ethnic fines 
and give Serbs more land adjoin- 
ing Serbia proper. 
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A Serbian officer peers through binoculars to the 
Croatian positions in front of 122 mm gw near 
Tu B ug r&d m the S er b held enclave Krqpna. 
Crooti^s and Serb forces have been 


Cradh since Croatian 

offensive against the self-declared Serbian repofabc 
on Jan. 22 (AFP photo) 


But tiie mediators apparently 
i me so 


dismissed his map on 
with Mr. Eckhard calling it “stri- 
kingly different from the one that 
the co-chairmen haw so painsta- 
kingly (been) negotiating.” 

Mr. Karadzic also revived 
proposals to change boundaries 
of provinces through a vote, 
which Lord Owen characterised 
as that “wretched business of a 
referendum.” 

“It's quite impossible to have a 
poll about a border in a country 
that has three minion people on 
the move.” he safrL 


Keating 

calls 

Australian 
election for 


March 13 


CANBERRA (R) — Australian 
' Prime Minister Paul Keating, en- 
ding months of speculation, Sun- 
■„ day called a general election for 
...March 13 and both sides im- 
. mediately picked the faltering 
, • economy as their main battleg- 
round. 

Mr. Keating stunned reporters 
by announcing the date at a news 
conference expected to be de- 
voted to his Labour Party's defeat 
in Western Australia state polls 
Saturday. 

“This election will be prindpal- 
. ly about the economy and uncm- 
c .ployment,” he told them. 

Some 113 per cent of the 
workforce is unemployed, one of 
the highest rates in the Western 
l' world. Australia's recession is the 
’ worst since the great depression 
‘ of the 1930s. 

Opinion polls show the Labour 
_ v government, in power for a de- 
m .'. cade, and the opposition con- 
- servative Liberal-National Coali- 
. lion neck -and -neck. 

Opposition leader John Hew- 
son said be could win the election 
*' because the Western Australian 
poll showed middle-class Austra- 
lians deserting Labour. “The 
* dominant issue was economic 
*_ management and unemployment 
...,” he told reporters. 

Mr. Keating, who ousted 
Labour Prime Minister Bob 
. . Hawke in December 1991, said 
that on Tuesday he would deliver 

- “a major economic statement 
with new measures which will 
dramatically expand business 
opportunities and accelerate eco- 
nomic growth. 

“This will be a statement about 
energising business and the eoo- 
... nomy and consolidating the 
growth we have." 

, ~ On Monday morning, he said, 
, he would outline Australia's 
; “enormous” trade opportunities 
l in Asia and die government's 
, strategy for taking advantage of 
;them. 

■ Mr. Keating has sought to re- 
1 focus Australia on its role in Asia 
, and favours moves to lessen tradi- 
-tional ties with Britain. 

Mr. Hewson’s alternative eco- 
. ‘ nomic strategy is centred on a 
■ , /al Lie -added tax on consumption. 

Although it would be offset by 
; income tax cuts, this “goods and 
_ 1 services tax" has become the 

- main target of government 
counter-attacks. 

The election will also be a 
personal battle between Mr. 
Keating, who left school at 14 and 
is famous for his savage political 

- invective, and Mr. Hewson, an 
aloof, former academic- 
economist with little political ex- 
perience. 

During a parliamentary debate 
Mr. Keating once earned a re- 
buke from the speaker for calling 
his opponent among other things 
“a piece of criminal garbage” ana 
“a stupid foul-mouthed grub”. 

Hie prime minister said Sun- 
day the Western Australian result 
had no impact on his decision to 
start his campaign now. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Abortion issues cause storm in Italy 


ROME (R) — An outspoken call by a Roman Catholic 
archbishop for abortion to be outlawed in Italy has provoked a 
storm of criticism. “The state has only the duty to defend life in 
every case it does not have the right to allow fife to be 
suppressed,” Cardinal Giacomo Biffi, the Archbishop of Bolog- 
na, said in a service. “The respect for life has be total and 
coherent. How can we condemn organised crime and approve the 
kilting in the maternal womb of an unborn baby?” Italian daily 
Corriere Della Sera quoted Cardinal Biffi as saying. Hie Corriere 
Della Sera criticised die cardinal's emotive language in a 
front-page editorial while politicians accused him of meddling. 
“Abortion will not be prevented by criminalising women or by 
limiting their liberty,” said Livia Turco, national women's 
organiser for die ex-Communist Democratic Baity of die Left 
(PDS). “It is not the job of the religions authorities to inspect the 
laws of a sovereign state tike Italy,” die PDS deputy added. 
Abortion was legalised in Cathotic Italy in 1978, a decision 
reinforced by a referendum in 1981. 


Quake hits northwestern Japan 


TOKYO (R) — An earthquake measuring 6-6 on the Richter 
Scale rocked northwestern Japan Sunday, but no damage or 
casualties were immediately reported. The quake, with its 
epicentre 30 kilometres under water in the Japan Sea near 
Wajima, happened at 10:22 p.m. (1322 GMT), the Meteorologic- 
al Agency said. The agency issued a warning that there could be a 
tsunami, or tidal wave, as a result. The tremor lasted for about a 
minute, shaking buildings and disrupting rati traffic in cretstid 
areas. 


6 killed in S. Africa shooting 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Gunmen a t tacked a squatter camp 
near Johannesburg Sunday, kflling six people and wounding 11, 
police said. The African National Congress (ANC) said right 
people were killed and 13 wounded when gunmen with Kalash- 
nikov rifles attacked the Chris Hani Camp in the Mack township 
of Daveyton east of Johannesburg. 


Poll shows Danish ‘yes’ to Maastricht 


COPENHAGEN (R) — A dear majority of Danes are likely to 
vote ‘yes’ to the European Community Maastricht Treaty in their 
second referendum on the pact on May 18, according to an 
opinion poll. The poll by the Observa Institute, published in the 
national daily BT. showed 60 per cent would vote ‘yes' while 27 
per cent would vote * 00 ' and 13 per cent were undecided. Danes 
voted ‘no' by a 50.7-493 per cent margin to the treaty on closer 
European political, economic and monetary union m the first 
referendum on June 2 last year. The result, blocking Europe-wide 
implementation of the pact, has caused one of the worst crises in 
Community history. The new vote will be on a revised deal agreed 
with the EC at a summit in Edinburgh in December, allowing 
Danes to opt out of the treaty's long-term plans for a common 
currency and joint defence. 


Space mirror burns up in atmosphere 


MOSCOW (R) — A Russian space ship that reflected a beam of 
sunlight over Europe at night last week, using a unique plastic 
mirror, burnt up in the Earth’s atmosphere on Sunday, ITAR- 
TASS News Agency said. The thin shaft of tight, part of an 
experiment testing the feasibility of projects to extend daylight 
hours during the polar winters of northern territories, was seen in 
the skies over France Thursday. But it went unnoticed as it played 
across douds covering southern Germany, Poland and Belarus. 
TASS said the unmanned Progress cargo ship, which unfurled a 
20-metre (65-foot) wide plastic mirror to project the light, burnt 
up according to schedule as it hit the atmosphere. 


Belgium drifts further apart 


BRUSSELS (R) — Belgium's parliament has approved by just 
two votes a sweeping state reform which will lead the country into 
a new federal era, further separating Dutch-speaking Flanders 
and French-speaking WaUonia. The coalition government of 
Prime Minister Jean- Luc Debaene mastered 144 votes — only 
two more than the two-thirds majority of 142 required — to 
amend the first article of the Belgian constitution, Belga News 
Agency said. Thirty-six deputies voted against. The new deal 
grants more autonomy to Flanders in the north and Wallonia in 
the south. Mr. Dehaene says the new regional powers should 
provide more stable government and bring an end to squabbling 
between the two language groups. Tire central parliament mil be 
significantly reduced in size, central parliament will be significant- 
ly reduced in size, passing more responsibilities such as foreign 
trade and agriculture to die regions. 


Pope 
prays for 
Ugandan 


martyrs 


NAMUGONGO, Uganda (R) — 


Pope John Paul prayed Sunday 
before 


symbols of 19th century 
teenage martyrs who were 
roasted slowly over a pit for 
refining to submit to a Ugandan 
king's homosexual demands. 

Hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple turned out to see die Pope 
celebrate mass on a tiny island in 
an artificial pond at the Sanctuary 
of the Martyrs just outside Kam- 


Thc mass procession on the 
fifth day of die Pope's African 
tour was led by Kanunajong trib- 
al dancers from northeast Ugan- 
da who wore goat skins and 
ostrich feathers. 

The shrine was built on the 
grounds where, in the 1880s, the 
King Mwanga of Buganda 
ordered the execution of 45 boys 
who bad converted to Catholic- 
ism or Anglicanism. 

The Pope prayed before an 
Anglican Church reconstruction 
of a clay pit under a thatched 
brick but where 22 of the boys 
were roasted alive. The bodies of 
the martyrs were represented by 
statues bound in bamboo sticks. 


NATO boss: West must be ready 
to use force in troubled areas 


MUNICH (R) — North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
Secretary General Manfred 
Woerner said Sunday the West 
must be ready to use force in 
troubled areas tike Bosnia to stay 
credible, and warned allies not to 
cot defences too deeply. 
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Mr. Woerner was addressing a 
Munich meeting of senior West- 
ern defence officials dominated 
a visit by new U.S. Secretary 
Defence Les Aspin, who con- 
ferred with allied leaders on bow 
to solve the conflict in former 
Yugoslavia. 

The NATO chief said the Un- 
ited Nations was not able to 
handle everything by itself and 
tint peacekeeping and aid most 
not be a substitute for curbing 
ag g ression itself. 


He spoke as international 
mediators in New York pressured 
Bosnia's warring parties in vain at 
tin weekend — on the eve of a 


Security Council session — to 
negotiate an end to Europe's 
most disastrous conflict since 
World War II. 

“We must prevent Europe 
from becoming a place where a 
few islands of stability are sur- 
lounded by a sea of instability,” 
Mr. Woerner told the two-day 
privately-sponsored conference. 

NATO, founded to deter the 
Soviet-led Warsaw Pact, now had 
as its task to “shape peace,” be 
said. 

“We must not shrink from the 
legitimate use of force if we are to 
remain credible." 

NATO, stepping out of its tra- 
ditional role as defender of West- 
ern Europe, has offered to en- 
force a no-fly zone in Bosnia 
announced by the U.N. Security 
Council last October. 

Mr. Woerner said, however, he 
was concerned at the rate at 


war was over, saying the force 
•old have a 


which Western allies were c utti ng 
the cold 


theft defence forces now the 1 


redactions could have a serious 
impact on NATO defence capa- - 
bility. 

“In many cases peacekeepers 
must be drawn from our main 
defence forces,” be said. 

German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, addresing the meeting 
Saturday, made an impassioned 
plea for the Americans to keep a 
substantial military presence in 
Europe in their own interest. 

President Bill Clinton plans to 
cat the U.S. military presence in 
Europe, which was more than 

300.000 when the Berlin Wall fell 
in 1989, to 100,000 soldiers. 

50.000 fewer than envisioned by 
former President George Bush. 

But Mr. Kohl said Germany, 
battling to finance the buildup of 
impoverished East Germany, 
may cut its own armed forces to 
less than 370,000, the figure 
agreed upon in international talks 
at ratification in 1990. 


Jesse Jackson tells Haitians: Hold on 


NEW YORK (AP) — Hie Rev. 
told : 


Jesse Jackson told 300 cheering 
Haitians demo n s tr ating outside 
the United Nations Saturday to 
hold on until democracy is res- 
tored and exiled President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide returns to pow- 
er. 

Rev. Jackson spoke with his 
customary fire before an enthu- 
siastic crowd that needed warm- 
ing up after marching through a 
snowstorm and icy temperatures 
from Gty Hall, miles away in 
downtown Manhattan. 

“We win keep the pressure on 
until democrac” and 

Aristide is n ack- 

son said. 

The Haitiai.^, ...... lags and 

bokfing up pictures of Mr. Aris- 
tide, cried, “no Aristide, no 
peace” and “/■. .. . Cedras 

out". 

Mr. Aristide became the first 
democratically elected president 
of Haiti just seven months before 
he was ousted in a September 
1991 coup. LL Gen. Raoul Ced- 
ras, Haiti’s ranking military 
strongman, now rules the nation 
together with Prime Minister 
Marc Bazin. 

In a meeting with Mr. Aristide 
Friday, Secretary of State Warren 


Christopher denounced the cur- 
rent leaders of Haiti as holders of 
“illegal power” and promised, 
“they wiH not prevail." 

President Bifi Clinton acknow- 
ledged Friday that concerns ab- 
out potential human rights abuses 
in me event of Mr. Aristide's 
return were legitimate. In re- 
marks to reporters, Mr. Clinton 
said democracy must be restored 
in a way that would preserve 
human rights during the transi- 
tion. 

Rev. Jackson also emphasised 
die importance of a peaceful tran- 
sition, calling for an end to 
“necklacing," a method of execu- 
tion that has been used in Haiti in 
which a tire is put around die 
victim's body and set aflame. 

Mr. Bazin has rejected a U.N. 
plan to send about 500 civilian 
observers to Haiti as the first step 
in the return of democracy. 
However, Friday he said bis 
military-installed government 
supported the presence of obser- 
vers and democratic reforms. 

Mr. Aristide bad been sche- 
duled to join Rev. Jackson m a 
rally in Miami Sunday. But Lela 
McDowell, his spokeswoman, 
said Saturday Mr. Aristide would 
not appear. 


“He’ll be releasing statements 
and commimicating with the 
Haitian people through a variety 
of means,” bat wQI not make a 
public appearance, Ms. 
McDowell said in a telephone 
interview from Washington. 

Rev. Jackson also planned to 
visit Haitian refugees held by 
immigration authorities at Guan- 
tanamo Bay U.S. Military Base in 
Cuba. 

Meanwhile, foreign diplomats 
see no more than a slender hope 
of reviving a U.N.-led diplomatic 
effort to resolve Haiti's 16- 
mouth-old political crisis. 

The army-backed de facto gov- 
ernment of Mr. Bazin showed 
“extreme bad faith” in negotia- 
tions with United Nations special 
envoy Dante Caputo during a 
four-day visit that ended Thurs- 
day, the diplomats said. 

One diplomat took heart from 
a government statement Saturday 
claiming that “there was a certain 
narrowing of differences on 
several points” at the three meet- 
ings between Mr. Bazin and Mr. 
Caputo. 

“They appear to be leaving the 
door ajar, but it remains to be 
seen if Caputo will believe theft 
sincerity,” file diplomat said. 


Armenians win ground in new Karabakh offensive 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Arme- 
nian forces have launched a ma- 
jor new offensive in the disputed 
territory of Nagorno-Karabakh 
and captured at least two 
Azerbaijani-held villages, reports 
from both sides said. 




The Armenian News Agency, 
fighters 


Suarfc, said Armenian fighters 
had won control of 11 settlements 
in the past two days including 
Chldran, one of the largest in the 
north of the war-tom enclave. It 
said Azerbaijani forces were “re- 
treating in panic.” 

Azerbaijan's Turan News 
Agency said fierce fighting for 
strategic heights in the region 
raged overnight and Saturday 
morning. It adknowiedged the 
loss of Chldran and a second 
village, Syrkhavend. 

More than 2300 people have 
been lulled in a five-year unde- 
clared war between the two for- 
mer Soviet republics. 

It focuses on Nagorno- 
Karabakh. a mountainous area 
which is mostly populated by 
Armenians but was placed under 
Azerbaijan's jurisdiction by 
Soviet authorities in 1923. 

The conflict has drained the 
economies of both countries and 
Armenia, in particular, is suffer- 
ing an acute energy crises because 
of a blockade imposed by its 
neighbour. 

Military success in Nagorno- 
Karabakh could help to ease 
pressure on Armenian President 
Levon Ter-Petrosyan, who faces 
growing demands to quit. 

At least 100,000 Armenians, 
weary of unhealed homes and 
power cuts, demonstrated for his 
resignation Friday. 

Snark and Turan said border 
villages in both Armenia and 
Azerbaijan had been shelled in 
the past 24 hours. 

The latest hostilities followed a 



the Georgian agency reported. It 
said officials blamed bad weather 
and strong winds for the crash, in 
which three crew members and 
five passengers died and several 
people suffered injuries. 


Azeri soldiers prepare aa attack ou A rmeni an 


Novoiva- 


■ovfca vBage in Nagorno Karabakh. Despite winter coaiditkmsorcold 
snow the war between Azerbaijanis and Armenians for the 


disputed Nagorno Karabakh region has not let op (AFP photo). 


lull of about 10 days in the 
conflict, which has rumbled on 
since 1988 despite frequent 
attempts at mediation by Russia, 
Iran and others. 

Meanwhile in Georgia, Rus- 
sian helicopters Saturday (nought 
relief supplies and evacuated re- 
fugees from the blockaded town 
of Tkvartcheli in the secessionist 
Georgian province of Abkhazia, 
news reports said. 

Also Saturday, clashes be- 
tween the Georgian army and 
Abkhazian separatists continued. 

The Interfax News Agency 
quoted Abkhazian reports as 
saying a Georgian SU-25 fighter 
jet was shot down Saturday over 
the river Gumisfa, which sepa- ‘ 
rates the warring sides near the 
Abkhazian capital of Sukhumi. 


The Georgian military con- 
firmed the report, but said the 
plane was safeguarding the 
Tkvartcheli airlift, Interfax re- 
ported. 

The Abkhazians also shelled 
residential neighbourhoods of 
Sukhumi, wounding two people 
and damaging several bouses, 
prompting Georgian artillery to 
return fire, according to the 
Georgian News Agency. 

The Georgian military com- 
mand said Abkhazian militants 
planted a bomb Friday in a water 
reservoir near the town of 
Ochamchira, leaving the 
Georgian-controlled town with- 
out drinking water. 

Also Friday, a Georgian MI-8 
military helicopter crash-landed 
in the Georgian town of Kutaisi, 


Amid the violence, five Rus- 
sian helicopters Saturday brought 
22 tonnes of food and medicines 
to Hcvartcheli, which has been 
blockaded for several months by 
the Georgian troops, and re- 
turned with 277 elderly people, 
women and children aboard, In- 
terfax and the ITAR-TASS News 
Agency said. 

Hundreds of people have been 
■ evaaated fr om Tkvartcheli in the 
framework of a U.N. -sponsored 
humanitarian action, and 553 re- 
fugees have temporarily settled in 
the Russian Blade Sea resort of 
Sochi, ITAR-TASS said. 

Russia protested to Georgia 
Saturday at the latest in a series 
of attacks on its military bases in 
the Transcaucasian state, Interfax 
News Agency said. 

Tbe Russian army command in 
Georgia demanded “resolute me- 
asures" to investigate an attack 
on a depot in the capital Tbilisi in 
which 40 armed men beat 
three Russian guards and 
off with televirion sets, radios, 
cameras and vehicles. 


It said that unless the znddent 
was properly investigated, it 
would conclude the Georgian 
leadership had authorised acts of 
violence against Russian forces 
stationed in Georgia. 

Georgia ordered an immediate 
investigation into Friday's attack, 
saying aU necessary steps should 
be taken to punish the culprits, 
ITAR-TASS News Agency said. 

It was foe latest in a spate of 
similar incidents which have sev- 
erely damaged ties between the 
two former Soviet republics. 
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U.K. reported 

planning art sale 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s gov- 
ernment is consktering scll ingoff 
its multi-million pound ait collec- 
tion, tbe National Press Associa- 
tion reported. It quoted “wefl- 
placed sources” as sayh^ the 
treasury was making inquiries ab- 
out selling foe collection, which . 
now adorns the walls of embas- 
sies around the world, as well as 
the offices of government minis- 
ters. The collection includes 
works by Gainsborough, Sickert, 
Hockney and other celebrated 
British artists. Opposition 
Labour Party member of pariia- 
ment Bob Cryer said he would 
fight the move. “This is selling off 
the family silver with a 
vengeance,” he said, adtfing that 
he would bring up the matter 
parliament Monday. 


Leading solo 
yachtsman rounds 
Cape Horn 


PARIS (R) — Leading solo 
round-the-world yachtsman 
Alain Gautier of France rounded 
Cape Horn and set course for the 
finishing point at Les Sables 
tTOlonne on the west coast of 
France. Organisers of tbe Vendee 
Globe Race said Gautier passed 
Cape Horn in difficult conditions 
with heavy seas amd winds of 35 
knots (65 kph), gusting up to 80 
kph. Only eight of the 14 starters 
who left Les Sables cTOkinne on 
Nov. 22 are still left in the race. 
The 30-yearold Gautier, who has 
a lead of around 350 nautical 


miles over Philippe Poupon of 
another 7,000 miles 


Fiance, has 
to go before tbe expected finish 
towards tbe end of the mouth. 


Postal official 
'Elvis just wont 
go away 9 


SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) — 
This time it wasn't just a postage 
stamp, but foe cancellation font, 
got Efivs Presley fens a9 shook 
up. Ike main post office in Sac- - 
rameqto, trying to please fans 
hoping to get a “return to sen- 
der* marking next to the new 
29-cent Elvis stamp, had rubber 
stamps made for a special day of 
cancellations. But while Elvis 
sang, “return to sender, address 
unknown,” postal workers 
stamped, “ret ur ned to sender, 
address unknown.” Customers 
crowding the post office didn’t 
seem bo t hered by tbe difference. 
Tbe cancell ati on was a lot closer 
than tbe machine-generated 
labels that ' usually appeals on 
mail with incorrect addresses: 
“undeliverable as addressed." 
“We haven't used that (returned 
to sender) stamp in years,” said 
Postal Service spokesman Gus 
Ruiz. That didn't stop thousands 
of fans from mailing letters to 
bogus addresses in hopes of get- 
ting the famed lyric next to an 
Elvis stamp. Joyce McClain 
addressed envelopes to her own 
home with the address written 
incorrectly. But the post office 
fixed foe address and deliveied 
them anyway. On Friday, she got 
her “returned to sender” stamp. 
“It's such a hype. It's fun.” she 
said. 


British girl 
refuses 'holiday 1 
rape compensation 


NEWPORT, Wales (R) — A 
storm of protest has erupted 
around a British judge who 
allowed a 15-year-old schoolboy 
who raped a classmate to walk 
free from court. Newspapers and 
television said foe victim, also 15, 
refused to accept £500 ($720) 
awarded by Judge John Prosser in 
compensation. A police chief cal- 
led for a review of the deemn 
and women's groups joined tbe 
protests. Judge Prosser put the 
boy under a three-year supervi- 
sion order but ordered him to nay • 
foe money to “give this gjri foe 
chance of a good holiday to help 
berget over her trauma." He Sri 
jaflmg the youth, whom he de- 
scribed as “one of tbe most doou- 

tarbws m school” could infro- 

duce hun to more “bad habits.” 
The chief constable of the Webb 

County of Gwent, where foe rape 


offiaals Monday. “I am ^0 

AVTUV mnmmAJ .L_ . .. 


* oiu a|SM 

®*P*y concerned about the fat 

*** i 5 ?™ ** c ™* 5 is comhH 
veiy ranch last Averygr^S 
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is spent on the rehabifitatioo of 

Sr? on Ae 

vjetuns, John Over told BBC ; 

i crime, of nq*^ 
than crime. iLS 
praperty. Somettnng ha to be' 
done on a broader scale abod^' 
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